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GOLLANS VALLEY - LAXKE KOHANGATERA

GRID REF
N 164 : 418, 112 - 434, 146

LOCATION

Near Pencarrow Head on eastern side of Welilington Harbour entrance.
AREA BESCRIPTION

km upstream eventually merging with pasturelang
land although there is some scrub and forest on the slopes and in the
side particularly, and above this on the ridge there is beech forest.

fiax domipant swamp in the upper reaches. Toetoe is at its densest in

overall diversity and richness of the valley.

ACCESS

Access is via the coast from either Fastbourne or Wainuiomata Vall

of the lake and SWamp

Birds and insect life are abundant, especially on and near the lake and this adds to the

ey and requires travel by
foot or bicycle as this is not a public road. Stock trails can be followed up either side

AIR PHOTO 3497 E/l6

SIZE
lake we see today. 2pprox. 17 hectares cpen water,

70 hectares wetlands.

The swamp, which is not more than 300 metres wide extends from the lake head for another 7.5 (OWNERS
- The surrounding hills are mOStly pasture- 1. M Turvey - upper reaches

gullies on the eastern 2. Mr Riddiford - lower reaches.

STATUSICURRENT PROTECTION

Forms part of proposed Pencarrow
Regional Park }Department of Lands and
Survey, W.R.P.A. 1975}. A 20m wide
esplanade reserve Protects the lakeside
vegetation for most of the shore
length. Main body of SWamp unprotected.

the middlie reaches.

4. Has censiderable scientific, scenic and educational value

types contained are not Tepresented within existing Wellington Region reserves,
2. Contains at ieast 13 species of regiochally endangered or wuncommon plants.
3. Provides homes and breeding sites for many native birds, some of which are regionally uncommorn.

JUSTIFICATION FOR RESERVE STATUS RATING 010
1. Contains representative early stage, freshwater wetland communities. Camerons Valley nearby contains the only 4
dimilar site in the region but the Gollans Valley site is larger and better preserved. Several of the community SCENIC B

SCIENTIFIC B
RECREATION 517}

BIOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION RES RES
COMMUNITY TYPES % WGTM RARE/UNCOMMON PLANTS NCC STATUS wGTN
. . ; . Tk J  also found - no
1. Laxe edge vegetatzog yl;h bands of Scirpus lacustris, 9 no gmé submersum ] in Cameron's - no
Yaupo, Leptocarpus similis, Cyperus ustylatus and Carex .
. . . Ranunculus limosella ) valley - no
geminata in a zonation from open water to dry :and.
R . R Potamogeton ochreatus ) - no
la. Small 'permanent’ lagoons within type 1. Contain water 2 no ) P _
buttercup. E yc{fpa / ne
2. Sea rugh - Leptocarpus simjlis rushland. 1 yes Cotula dispersa ssp dispersa ) also - no
3. Manuka-kanuka/Carex geminata, remnant forest. 4 yes Ergyngium vesciculosum } found an - no
4. Carex geminata - Cyperus ustulatus sedgeland, & no Hydrocotyle pterocar, } Cameron's - fno
15. Shore—ribbonweod BEYUbIand wi . 1 |yes ‘Ranunculius macropi s J valley - na
6. Raupo swamplands with bands of toetoe and flax. Carex spp, (40 |no Microphyllum triphyl]um } and - ?
Cyperus ustulatus and occasional manuka, gorse, hroom and Limosediastaneata J} elsewhere - ?
Cassinia at margine. Scirpus lacustris } - ?
Ga. Raupo-toetce swamplands with occasional flax and margins Glessostigiia elatingidés J - ?
as for type 6. . 3.5 |{no T
7. Karaka/kaikomako, Scotch thistle and pasture grasses. k] no
8. Scirpus prolifer sedgeland with Juncus articulatus. 1 jyes RARE/UNCOMMON ANIMALS
9. Mosaic of flax, toetoe and raupo swamplands with areas of 7 ino
Carex geminata and Scirpus prolifer sedgelands. Alsoc with Australian bittern - no
occasional Carex secta tussocks and cabbage trees. Margins Spotless crake - ho
as for type 6. Pukeko - no
10. Flax swamplands with some Laupo, Carex secta tussocks and 9 |no Giant Kokopu indeterminate ?
cabbage trees. Marging as for type &,
1i. Raupo with flax/Scirpus prolifer, swampiands, Margins as 2 ino Also of note are: black swan, which
for type 6. occurs in good numbers: black shag, which
12. Mogaic of Carex geminata sedgelands, Juncus rushlands and 12 |jyes here forms one of only 3 colonies in
pasturelands. Stream channel lined with flax and crack region; paradise shelduck and
willow. Californian quail, which were seen
13. Regenerating forest and scrub with broadleaved spp. in - yes during the survey. A total of six species
qullies and manuka, gorse, Cassinia and Spanish heath on of freshwater fish have been recorded
SpuUrs. from the lake.
14. Beech forest on ridge [not wvisired - Probably black beech] - yes
15. Pasturelands. - yes
i

MODIFICATIONS AND TRENDS

vegetation types and with the exception of gorse the area is free from

Despite the development for farming of the neighbouring hills and the introduction of stock,

intact. Some stock damage is evident from browsing, trampling and track formation, but this is
the extent and thickness of the vegetation in the main body of the swamp
outlet and at the head of the Swamp where drainage channels have alsc been dug. Fires which bu
vegetation at the sWamp margins. Although present in reasonable numbers,

the lake and swamp have remajned relatively
confined mainly to the margins due to

- Some straightening of the channel has occurred at the lake

rn on the slopes occasionally damage

exXotics do not play a dominant role in any of the main

large scale infestations of noxious plants.

THREATS
1. Stock, in particular cattle, could cause irreversible damage.
2. Fire on the slopes could interfere with regeneration.

3. Direct interference by man: digging of drainage channels,
filling of the swamp,

IMPROVEMENTS NEFDED

1. Exclusion of stock by fencing at margins.

COMMENTS, RECOMMENDATIONS
Pencarrow lakes are Wellington Region's only natural }akes. Lake Kohan
Swamp forms the largest and least disturbed wetland ir the Tegi .
swamp and this can be seen in the dominant vegerartion iypes of he are

isolation of the area €an account for the fact that it is not w dely k

lake, swamp and adjacent slopes need to be reserved to protect the wveg
rating of 8 is glven according to the national impartance of the area.
animals within are nationally rare or endangered, On a regional scale,
diversity, this area must rate as cne of Wellington Region®s most valu

ting mostly at the northern end. The diversity of the vegetatio, and wild

teacher, ornithologist, photographer and day tramper a large and varied res

Jatera 1is the largest of the two and with its associated
This swamp represents an earlier Successional stage than Plimmerton

&. Raupo is the dominant Swamp plant overall with flax concentra-
life is very high for the region end only the relative
nown about. This area provides for the botanist, zoologist,
ource which has remained almose completely neglected, The
etation and wildlife from harmful influences. The scientific

It was not rated higher because none of the plants or

and on the bas:is of size, degree of modification and
able natural features.
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