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Aciphylla pinnatifida
BIOSTATUS
Native – Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: Sp, DPS, DPT
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Dicotyledons other than Composites

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION
A spiky robust rosette forming herb up to 0.2 metres across. Leaves are
pinnate sharp-pointed and dark green with obvious yellow midribs,
200mm long spikes of modest flowers are lost in the drama of the bright
orange bract sheathes.

FLOWER COLOURS
Cream, Brown

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Rootstock simple or branched, emitting rhizomes producing offset plants.
Leaves often extending horizontally, leaf-sheaths about 50 × 12 mm;
stipules leaflike, more or less equal to the lamina. Lamina up to 200 mm
long, divided to thick prominent yellow midrib into several subopposite to
alternate rather distant, linear, pungent pinnules up to 30 mm or more
long, at wide angle to midrib. Stems approximately 150–200 mm including
inflorescence, about 100–150 mm long, stout, grooved. Bract-sheaths of
male plants approximately 60 × 20 mm; stipules and lamina of flower
bracts pinnatisect. Lower bract-sheaths of female plants approximately
30 × 20 mm, deep orange; stipules and laminae similar to those of male
plants. Fruit about 5 mm long; mericarps 3–5-winged.

SIMILAR TAXA
A unique species, the bract sheaths of this species are disproportionately
large in relation to the leaves making them very obvious, particularly when
a flower spike is present.

DISTRIBUTION
Endemic. Te Waipounamu | South Island, Central Otago, Northen Southland, and Fiordland, including a recent
(2024) observation in the Umbrella Mountains.

HABITAT
Low to high alpine (1100-1700 m.a.s.l.), preferring the moisture of streambanks, wet depressions, and early
snowbanks.

GENUS
Aciphylla

FAMILY
Apiaceae

AUTHORITY
Aciphylla pinnatifida Petrie

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes



ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
December – February.

FRUITING
December – March.

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Winged schizocarps are dispersed primarily by wind (Thorsen et al., 2009).

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING
OBL: Obligate Wetland
Almost always is a hydrophyte, rarely in uplands (non-wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY
aciphylla: From the Latin acicula ‘needle’ and the Greek phyllum ‘leaf’, meaning needle-leaf.
pinnatifida: Pinnately divided, finely cut

NVS CODE
ACIPIN

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = 22

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | Not Threatened | Qualifiers: DP
2012 | Not Threatened
2009 | Not Threatened
2004 | Not Threatened
Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES
Otago: 2025 | Regionally At Risk – Regionally Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: NR, NS, NStr, RR Help
The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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ATTRIBUTION
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by MD Ward (December 18th 2025). Description adapted from Allan (1961) & Mark
(2012).
Some of this factsheet information is derived from Flora of New Zealand Online and is used under a Creative
Commons Attribution 3.0 New Zealand licence.

MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/aciphylla-pinnatifida/
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