Agrostis magellanica

BIOSTATUS
Native — Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | At Risk — Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: DPS, SO
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Grasses

DISTRIBUTION

Indigenous. South Island (south-western region only), Antipodes Islands,
Auckland Islands, and Campbell Island/Motu Ihupuku. Indigenous to
Macquarie, Falkland, Kerguelen, Crozet and Marion Islands and South
America from Chile to Tierra del Fuego

HABITAT

In the South Island subalpine to alpine on rocky or stony ground. In the
Subantarctic Islands at lower elevations where it grows in dry or wet peat
and amongst moss cushions.

GENUS
Agrostis

FAMILY
Poaceae

AUTHORITY
Agrostis magellanica Lam.

SYNONYMS
Agrostis multiculmis Hook.f.

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Florets are dispersed by wind and water (Thorsen et al., 2009).

PROPAGATION TECHNIQUE
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Reproduced with permission from Wild Plants
of Mount Cook National Park (1978).
Photographer: Hugh D. Wilson, Licence: All
rights reserved.

Macquarie Island. Photographer: Jane Gosden,
Date taken: 01/02/2016, Licence: CC BY-NC-
SA.

Easily grown from fresh seed and rooted pieces but dislikes humid conditions, and needs a cold winter to flower.

WHERE TO BUY
Not commercially available

ETYMOLOGY
agrostis: Greek name for a kind of grass

magellanica: Named after the Magellan Straits in southern South America

MANAAKI WHENUA ONLINE INTERACTIVE KEY
Key to the grasses of New Zealand



https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/identification/key-to-the-grasses-of-new-zealand/

NVS CODE
AGRMAG

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = 84

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | Not Threatened | Qualifiers: SO

2012 | Not Threatened

2009 | Not Threatened

2004 | Not Threatened

Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES

Otago: 2025 | Regionally Data Deficient Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/agrostis-magellanica/

PDF DATE
25 May 2026


https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/publications/documents/conservation-status-of-indigenous-vascular-plants-in-otago-2025/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/agrostis-magellanica/

