Arctium minus subsp. minus

COMMON NAMES
burdock

BIOSTATUS
Exotic

CONSERVATION STATUS
Not applicable

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Dicotyledonous composites

FLOWER COLOURS
Red/Pink, Violet/Purple

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Large biennial herb usually 1-1.5 m tall. Stems grooved and with sparse
hairs. Basal leaves deltoid up to 40 x 30 cm, green above and white and
densely felty beneath, on hollow petioles. Upper leaves similar to lower
but becoming smaller. Inflorescence a raceme of small reddish purple
flowers, with green bracts. Seed 5-7 mm long with pappus attached.

SIMILAR TAXA
Can be distinguished from the very similar A. lappa by the hollow
petioles/.

HABITAT
Terrestrial. Forest margins, waste places, roadsides, creek beds.

GENUS
Arctium

FAMILY
Asteraceae

AUTHORITY
Arctium minus (Hill) Bernh. subsp. minus

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
January, February, March, April

FRUITING
February, March, April, May

YEAR NATURALISED
1894

ORIGIN
Europe, W. Asia

REASON FOR INTRODUCTION
Accidental

Gordon Park Scenic Reserve. Jan 2010.
Photographer: Colin C. Ogle, Licence: CC BY-
NC.

Patch under canopy gap in tall forest on river
terrace; Paengaroa SRm Mataroa near Taihape.
Photographer: Colin C. Ogle, Date taken:
15/01/2017, Licence: CC BY-NC.



TOLERANCES
Moderately shade tolerant.

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Reproduces from seed (many are produced). Dispersed by wind, water and people

ETYMOLOGY
minus: Small; from the Latin minor

ENVIRONMENTAL WEED (2024)

This plant is named in a list of 386 environmental weeds in New Zealand 2024 prepared by DOC. 759 candidate
species were considered for inclusion on this new comprehensive list of environmental weeds in New Zealand. The
species considered were drawn from published lists of weed species, lists of plants that must be reported or
managed by law if observed, existing national and regional programmes and agreements for pest management, and
species already managed by the Department of Conservation (DOC). Candidate species were then assessed to see
if they were fully naturalised and whether they have more than minor impacts in natural ecosystems. Read the full
report here.

MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/arctium-minus-subsp-minus/
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