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Astelia subulata
BIOSTATUS
Native – Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: RR, Sp
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Monocots

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION
An easily overlooked cushion bog plant among communities of other
plants adapted to peat patches, the smallest species of Astelia in New
Zealand. The grass-like leaves are shining bright green and numerous,
with pointed tips (prickly to the touch), and only up to 25mm in length.
The flower spike is modest about same length as leaves with few flowers,
fruit are conspicuous fleshy red-orange.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Turf-forming herb, dense extensive patches up to 10 m or more across.
Stem, rhizomatous, approximately 1 mm diameter, interwoven below
ground, emerging as a stout base for vegetative part above ground.
Leaves approximately 10–20 mm long, upright, almost fleshy; sheath
membranous, clad abaxially in long pale scales, tapering abruptly into
subulate lamina; lamina shallowly channelled, obtuse tip, adaxial
channelled surface has obvious strip of caducous scales, abaxial surface
glabrous, no nerves visible. Inflorescence erect, approximately the same
length as the leaves, panicle represented by only 1–3 flowers; bract
single, leaf-like, laterally flattened towards tip, its cup-shaped sheath
enclosing basal flower. Flowers with few scales; perianth divided to base;
tepals 3-6 mm long, outspread on male flowers, upright on female
flowers. Ovary narrowed prolate, unilocular; ovules indefinite. Fruit
conspicuously large for the plant (7-)10-13(-23) × 3-5 mm; fleshy, orange,
reddish towards narrow tip. Seeds approximately 1.2 × 1 mm, glossy
black, compressed pear-shape; stalk hardened into a point.

SIMILAR TAXA
This species is similar but much smaller than Astelia linearis var. linearis and Astelia linearis var. novae-zelandiae.
Astelia linearis varieties have more scales present giving them an almost grey/silver-tinged appearance.

DISTRIBUTION
Endemic. Te Waipounamu | South Island, Paparoa Ranges to Ajax Swamp, Catlins; Rakiura | Stewart Island; Motu
Ihupuku | Campbell Island; Auckland Islands | Motu maha, Maungahuka.

HABITAT
Sub-alpine to low Alpine (700-1500 m.a.s.l.) Peat bogs, cushion bogs.

GENUS
Astelia

FAMILY
Asteliaceae

AUTHORITY
Astelia subulata (Hook.f.) Cheeseman in Chilton
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SYNONYMS
Astelia linearis var. subulata Hook.f.

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
November - January.

FRUITING
January - April.

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Fleshy berries are dispersed by frugivory (Thorsen et al., 2009).

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING
OBL: Obligate Wetland
Almost always is a hydrophyte, rarely in uplands (non-wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY
astelia: Stemless
subulata: From the Latin subulam ‘awl’, meaning awl-shaped

NVS CODE
ASTSUB

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: RR, Sp
2012 | Not Threatened
2009 | Not Threatened
2004 | Not Threatened
Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES
Otago: 2025 | Regionally Threatened – Regionally Critical | Qualifiers: DPS, DPT, NS, OL, St Help
Current regional threat status assessments prepared according to Crisp et al. (2025) are displayed when available.
The Otago conservation status information is sourced from the “Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants
in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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