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Chiodecton colensoi
BIOSTATUS
Native

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2018 | Not Threatened | Qualifiers: SO

CATEGORY
Lichen

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Lichens - Crustose

LICHEN SUBSTRATE
Corticolous (bark, wood)

SUBSTRATE DETAILS
Corticolous

GENUS
Chiodecton

FAMILY
Roccellaceae

AUTHORITY
Chiodecton colensoi (A.Massal.) Müll.Arg.

SYNONYMS
Chiodecton conchyliatum, C. inconspicuum, C. moniliatum, C. sinuosum,
C. submoniliforme, Leucodecton colensoi, Platygrapha inconspicua,
Platygrapha tumidula, Platygraphis tumidula, Schismatomma tumidulum,
Stigmatidium subtilissimum

ENDEMIC TAXON
No

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

Chiodecton is a genus of 16 currently accepted species (Thor 1990) included in the family Roccellaceae, although
additional undescribed taxa are known from Asia, Africa and America. There are many species described in the
literature but most are referable to other genera, including: Arthonia, Byssoloma, Cryptothecia, Dirina,
Enterographa, Lecanactis, Mazosia, Roccellina and Schismatomma (Thor 1990). Species of Chiodecton are widely
distributed (though often rare and local) in tropical, subtropical and temperate rainforest in America, Africa, Asia
and Australasia. Neither isidia nor soredia are known in Chiodecton, with spore dispersal being the main agency of
distribution. Spore walls and septa are thin, indicating that spores are probably short-lived and ruling out long-
distance dispersal for the genus, thus accounting for the often restricted geographical ranges of particular species
(Thor 1990). Two species are known with certainty from New Zealand (Galloway 1985; Thor 1990). Two additional
saxicolous taxa described by Dodge (1971) from Macquarie Island (C. acarosporoides C.W.Dodge and C.
maquariensis C.W.Dodge) were also recorded from the Auckland Islands, the Snares, and from alpine localities in
the South Island (Dodge 1971: 442–443). Snares material seen of Chiodecton macquariensis, so identified by Carroll
Dodge (Fineran 1969: 246), is referable to Pertusaria graphica (Galloway 2004d), and alpine rock specimens
determined by Dodge are referable to Porpidia!



ETYMOLOGY
colensoi: Named after William Colenso (7 November 1811 - 10 February 1899) who was a Cornish Christian
missionary to New Zealand, and also a printer, botanist, explorer and politician.
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