Colobanthus buchananii

COMMON NAMES
Pin cushion

BIOSTATUS
Native — Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | Not Threatened
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Dicotyledons other than Composites

FLOWER COLOURS
White

GENUS
Colobanthus

FAMILY
Caryophyllaceae

AUTHORITY
Colobanthus buchananii Kirk

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Winged seeds are dispersed by water and possibly also wind and ballistic
projection (Thorsen et al., 2009).

ETYMOLOGY

colobanthus: Mutilated flower wth no petals

buchananii: Named after John Buchanan (13 October 1819-1898) who
was a New Zealand botanist and scientific artist and fellow of the Linnean
Society.

NVS CODE
COLBUC

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n =80

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | Not Threatened

2012 | Not Threatened

2009 | Not Threatened

2004 | Not Threatened

Jump to current conservation status

Rock & Pillar range. January. Photographer:
John Smith-Dodsworth, Licence: CC BY-NC.

Hawkdun Range. Photographer: John Barkla,
Licence: CC BY.



REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES

Otago: 2025 | Regionally Not Threatened | Qualifiers: TL Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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