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Coprosma macrocarpa subsp.
macrocarpa
COMMON NAME
large-seeded coprosma

FAMILY
Rubiaceae

AUTHORITY
Coprosma macrocarpa Cheeseman subsp. macrocarpa

FLORA CATEGORY
Vascular – Native

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Trees & Shrubs - Dicotyledons

NVS CODE
COPMCM

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = 44

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2017 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: CD, IE

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2012 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: CD, IE
2009 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: IE
2004 | Range Restricted

BRIEF DESCRIPTION
Large shrub with pairs of glossy dark green leaves inhabiting the Three Kings Islands. Leaves large, 9-13cm long,
leaf surface bulging. Small papery sheath on stem between the base of the pairs of leaves. Fruit orange, clustered
on short stems.

DISTRIBUTION
Endemic. Confined to the Three Kings Islands. A single specimen found on Aorangi Island (Poor Knights) may be a
recent introduction from the adjacent mainland, as this plant is now commonly cultivated in northern New Zealand.
Naturalised in Auckland and around Wellington cities

MANAAKI WHENUA ONLINE INTERACTIVE KEY
Key to Coprosma species of New Zealand

LIFE CYCLE
Fleshy drupes are dispersed by frugivory (Thorsen et al., 2009).

THREATS
A local endemic, common on but confined to the Three Kings Islands. A single record from the Poor Knights Islands
is probably a chance naturalisation from the nearby mainland where it is now commonly cultivated

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/identification/key-to-coprosma-species-of-new-zealand/


ETYMOLOGY
coprosma: From the Greek kopros ‘dung’ and osme ‘smell’, referring to the foul smell of the species, literally ‘dung
smell’
macrocarpa: Large fruit

WHERE TO BUY
Commonly sold by most retail plant nurseries
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MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/coprosma-macrocarpa-subsp-macrocarpa/
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