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Coprosma perpusilla subsp.
subantarctica
BIOSTATUS
Native

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: RR, SO
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Trees & Shrubs - Dicotyledons

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION
Dwarf low-growing sprawling shrub forming patches to 60cm in diameter
with erect pairs of small glossy pale green hairless leaves inhabiting open
areas on some Subantarctic Islands. Leaves 4-6mm long by 3-4mm wide,
fleshy. Small group of hairs on stem between leaf bases.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Prostrate, mat-forming small shrub. Branches 300-400 × 2-3 mm,
glabrous, rooting at nodes; branchlets upright, 10-20 mm long. Leaves
crowded, usually 4.5–7 × 2-3.5 mm; stipules flat to flared, rounded-
triangular, truncate at attachment, with up to 7 denticles, occasionally
more, glabrous or slightly bearded on margin, hairs never concealing
teeth; lamina bright glossy green, short petiole, glabrous, thick, fleshy,
usually lanceolate to oblanceolate or ovate to obovate, apex bluntly
acute, abscission zone of petiole well-developed. Flowers solitary,
terminal on erect branchlets, unisexual; male flowers stalkless, calyx
cupular, corolla greenish-white and flecked red; stamens 4, filaments (7-
)12-27 mm long, anthers 3.8 mm long; female flowers stalkless, calyx
cupular; corolla 3.4-6.7 mm long, yellow-green or pale orange, flecked
red, styles 3 or 4. Drupe yellow-orange to orange-red, opaque to semi-
translucent, ovoid, globular or depressed-globular, (3.5-)4.0-6.0(-11.0)
mm long; Seeds 3-4 per fruit, elliptic, (2.2-)2.5-3.3 × (1.4-)1.5-1.8(-2.1)
mm.

SIMILAR TAXA
Differs from Coprosma perpusilla subsp. perpusilla (compared to C.
perpusilla subsp. subantarctica) in not having a well-defined abscission
zone at the base of the petiole, and in its narrower stipules with fewer
denticles 1-4 (up to 7), and obvious beard (few or no hairs).

DISTRIBUTION
Indigenous. Subantarctic Islands, Motu Ihupuku | Campbell Island, Auckland Islands, and Moutere Mahue |
Antipodes Islands , including Macquarie Island (all part of the New Zealand Botanical Region). However, Macquarie
is geopolitically part of Australia.

HABITAT
Lowland to upland (0-300 m.a.s.l.), in peaty soiled areas of tussocklands and cushionfields.

GENUS
Coprosma

FAMILY
Rubiaceae
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AUTHORITY
Coprosma perpusilla subsp. subantarctica Orchard

ENDEMIC TAXON
No

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
December - April.

FRUITING
January – November.

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING
FACW: Facultative Wetland
Usually is a hydrophyte but occasionally found in uplands (non-wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY
coprosma: From the Greek kopros ‘dung’ and osme ‘smell’, referring to the foul smell of the species, literally ‘dung
smell’
perpusilla: Tiny, very small
subantarctica: Referring to the plants distribution.

MANAAKI WHENUA ONLINE INTERACTIVE KEY
Key to Coprosma species of New Zealand

NVS CODE
COPPSS

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = c.154

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: RR, Sp
2012 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: RR, SO, Sp
2009 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon
2004 | Not Threatened
Jump to current conservation status
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ATTRIBUTION
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by MD Ward (December 24th 2025). Description adapted from Glenny et. al. (2025)
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