Cranfillia nigra

COMMON NAMES
black hard fern

BIOSTATUS
Native — Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | Not Threatened
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Ferns

FLOWER COLOURS
No flowers

GENUS
Cranfillia

FAMILY
Blechnaceae

AUTHORITY
Cranfillia nigra (Colenso) Gasper et V.A.O.Dittrich

SYNONYMS

Struthiopteris nigra (Colenso) Ching; Lomaria nigra Colenso; Polybotrya
nana Fée; Spicanta nigra (Colenso) Kuntze; Blechnum nigrum (Colenso)
Mett.

TAXONOMIC NOTES

Perrie et al. (2014) advocated for a broadened circumscription of
Blechnaceae whereby a number of genera traditionally recognised as
distinct from Blechnum were merged within it. However, this view has not
met with universal acceptance (see Gasper et al. 2016) and does not
seem to be followed worldwide (PPG 2016). From a New Zealand
perspective the decision to merge Doodia in Blechnum, and rejection of
Diploblechnum has not been universally accepted either e.g., Wilcox &
Warden (2017), and as such it is considered appropriate to follow world
opinion and accept the taxonomy of Gasper et al. (2016) and
recommendations of the PPG (2016).

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

ETYMOLOGY
nigra: Black

NVS CODE
BLENIG

Mangaone Track, Waikanae. Photographer:
Jeremy R. Rolfe, Date taken: 07/11/1984,
Licence: CC BY.

Coromandel. Photographer: John Smith-
Dodsworth, Licence: CC BY-NC.



CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = 66

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | Not Threatened

2012 | Not Threatened

2009 | Not Threatened

2004 | Not Threatened

Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES

Auckland: 2025 | Regionally Threatened — Regionally Endangered | Qualifiers: DPS, DPT, PF, RR, Sp Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Auckland conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation status of vascular plant species in Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland” Simpkins E et al. (2025) report.
Otago: 2025 | Regionally At Risk — Regionally Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: DPS, DPT, NS, RR Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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