
Hierochloe recurvata
COMMON NAME
holy grass

SYNONYMS
Hierochloe fraseri var. recurvata Hack., H. alpina var. recurvata (Hack.)
Zotov

FAMILY
Poaceae

AUTHORITY
Hierochloe recurvata (Hack.) Zotov

FLORA CATEGORY
Vascular – Native

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Grasses

NVS CODE
HIEREC

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = 28

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2017 | Not Threatened

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2012 | Not Threatened
2009 | Not Threatened
2004 | Not Threatened

DISTRIBUTION
Endemic. North Island in mountains from East Cape south. South Island along main divide, local in the east at
Canterbury and Otago.

MANAAKI WHENUA ONLINE INTERACTIVE KEY
Key to the grasses of New Zealand

LIFE CYCLE
Florets are water and wind dispersed (Thorsen et al., 2009).

ETYMOLOGY
hierochloe: From the Greek hieros ‘sacred’ and chloa ‘grass’ meaning holy grass. European species of this grass
were once strewn on church floors.
recurvata: Curved backwards (awns)

WHERE TO BUY
Not commercially available

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/identification/key-to-the-grasses-of-new-zealand/
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