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Lagenophora stipitata
BIOSTATUS
Native

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: DPR, DPS, DPT, SO
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Dicotyledonous composites

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION
Coastal, small, hairy leaved rhizomatous daisy.

FLOWER COLOURS
White, Yellow

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Perennial rhizomatous herb; roots and rhizomes fibrous, wiry, not
bunched, 0.1–1 mm diameter; stem very short (leaves in basal rosette) or
often elongated (leaves alternate along stem); leaves and scapes firmly
attached to stem and/or rootstock. Leaves 5–20, narrowly obovate to
spathulate, 1.5–7.7 cm long, 0.4–1.8 cm wide (3.8–4.3× longer than wide),
sessile or with a winged petiolelike base to 2 cm long; leaf apex obtuse;
leaf margins usually obtusely serrate with 5–15 serrations, each serration
1–3 mm long; upper leaf surface green, lower leaf surface pale green;
both surfaces with eglandular hairs 0.2–0.35 mm long, 7–9 per mm2 ; leaf
margins with 10–15 eglandular hairs per mm2 , each 0.2–0.3 mm long; leaf
veins obscure on dried material on both surfaces. Scapes channelled, 1–5
per tuft, each 4–15 cm long at anthesis, 5–19 cm long at fruiting stage,
0.5–1.2 mm diameter; indumentum 0.2–0.4 mm long, spreading or retrorse
to patent, 2–10 hairs per mm at midpoint of scape, equally dense
throughout or denser towards apex; bracts 1–3 (–5) up to c. 8 mm long
and 1 mm wide. Capitula c. 6 mm long, 8–12 mm diameter; involucral
bracts 50–60 in 5–6 rows, linear to narrow lanceolate, entire, apex acute
to occasionally acuminate, with fringed margins on distal half; outer
bracts c. 2.1 × 0.3 mm, inner bracts c. 3.5 × 0.4 mm, all with hairs along
the midrib. Receptacle convex, 2–3.2 mm diameter, 1.2–1.5 mm high. Ray
florets 40–70, in 2–4 rows; tube 0.7–0.9 mm long, c. 0.3 mm diameter,
minute hairy; style branches c. 0.5 mm long; ligules 2.3–3.3 mm long,
0.3–0.5(–0.8) mm wide with 3 longitudinal veins, blue, purple or light
yellow, apex acute to acuminate. Disc florets c. 15, corolla, tubular,
2–2.5 mm long, yellow-green, outer surface glandular hairy on bottom
part and short hairy on top part; lobes 5, deltate, 0.2– 0.3 mm long,
purplish brown, minute hairy. Achenes obliquely oblanceolate, 2.2–3 ×
0.7–0.9 mm excluding beak, light dark brown to purplish brown at
maturity; edges slightly thickened and light-coloured in contrast with the
faces; glands extending from distal end to base, especially along dorsal
edge, but mainly basal and near apex, otherwise glabrous; beak 0.6–1 mm
long, 0.15–0.25 mm wide, densely glandular throughout, with a thickened
white annular collar at its apex, 0.25–0.3 mm diameter.



SIMILAR TAXA
Similar to other members of the Lagenophora genus in New Zealand, but its northern, coastal distribution
distinguishes it from most.
The species is most similar to Lagenophora sublyrata which also occurs in the northern New Zealand. However, L.
sublyrata generally has darker green leaves compared with the blue-green foliage of L. stipitata. he indumentum of
the scape is also a useful field character: in L. stipitata the scape is densely hairy, whereas in L. sublyrata it is
glabrescent.

DISTRIBUTION
North Island. Northland, historically recorded from Kaimaumau, more recently recorded from Ahipara and the Pouto
Peninsula. In Auckland found at Tapora, Glorit, South Head Kaipara, Southern Woodhill and Waikatakere. Scattered
further South, found in the Coromandel, Port Waikato and Kawhia.
Also found in eastern mainland Australia and Tasmania and also from South East China to East Asia, Java, and New
Guinea.
Drury (1974) considers it possible that L. stipitata is adventive to New Zealand.

HABITAT
Coastal. Understory herb, growing on forested sand dunes under Kunzea amathicola or Pinus radiata canopy or in
open coastal scrub or grasslands.

THREATS
A localised species in New Zealand but seems to persist within known areas. This species is not considered
threatened in Australia (Wang & Bean, 2019).

GENUS
Lagenophora

FAMILY
Asteraceae

AUTHORITY
Lagenophora stipitata (Labill.) Druce

SYNONYMS
Lagenifera stipitata (Labill.) Druce, Lagenifera pinnatifida var. tenuifolia Cockayne, Lagenifera billardieri Cass.,
Lagenifera billardieri var. normalis Benth., Lagenifera billardieri var. pusilla DC.

ENDEMIC TAXON
No

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
Flowers have been recorded mainly from spring, summer and autumn. (Wang & Bean, 2019).

FRUITING
Fruits have been recorded mainly from spring, summer and autumn (Wang & Bean, 2019).

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Glandular cypselae are dispersed by wind and attachment (Thorsen et al., 2009).

https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/lagenophora-sublyrata/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/lagenophora-sublyrata/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/kunzea-amathicola/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/pinus-radiata/


OTHOGRAPHY NOTES
The correct spelling of the genus has been the matter of some debate. Drury (1974) argued that the naming author
of the genus Cassini had first spelled the genus as Lagenifera in 1816, and that this spelling therefore took priority
over his later Lagenophora (proposed in 1818). Nevertheless Nicolson (1996) put forward a proposal to reject the
earlier Lagenifera in favour of Lagenophora, and this proposal was accepted under the Vienna Code (see Art. 14.11
& App. III 2006). Nevertheless this ruling was accidentally overlooked by New Zealand botanists until it was drawn
to their attention in 2013 (P. J. de Lange pers. comm. August 2013).

ETYMOLOGY
lagenophora: From the Latin lagen ‘bottle or flask’ and –phora a Greek suffix denoting a carrier, possibly referring to
the urceolate (urn-shaped) cypsela.

NVS CODE
LAGSTI

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = 18

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: SO
2012 | Not Threatened
2009 | Not Threatened
2004 | Not Threatened
Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES
Auckland: 2025 | Regionally Threatened – Regionally Vulnerable | Qualifiers: DPR, DPS, DPT, PF, RR, SO Help
The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Auckland conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation status of vascular plant species in Tāmaki Makaurau / Auckland” Simpkins E et al. (2025) report.
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