Melasphaerula graminea LEAL,,

BIOSTATUS
Exotic

CONSERVATION STATUS
Not applicable

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Monocots

FLOWER COLOURS
White, Yellow

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Small corms which produce off-sets. Foliage grass-like, distichous at
base. Flower stems delicate, flowers distantly arranged, small, cream,
lobes 6-9 mm long.

SIMILAR TAXA
Nothing similar in the NZ flora, native or adventive.

GENUS
Melasphaerula

Flowers. Sep 2006. Photographer: Peter J de

Lange, Licence: CC BY-NC.
FAMILY

Iridaceae

AUTHORITY
Melasphaerula graminea (L.f.) Ker Gawl.

SYNONYMS
Melasphaerula ramosa (L.) N.E.Br.

ENDEMIC FAMILY

No

Front-on view of flower. Bastia Hill, Whanganui.
YEAR NATURALISED Sep 2012. Photographer: Colin C. Ogle, Licence:
71989 (certainly 2006) CC BY-NC.

REASON FOR INTRODUCTION
Horticultural

CONTROL TECHNIQUES
If grown as an ornamental plant, keep it confined to a pot and remove all spent flower heads before they have ripe
seed.

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Fast-growing (can flower one year after establishment from seed or corms). Potentially a very invasive weed.

PROPAGATION TECHNIQUE
Cormlets or seed

ETYMOLOGY
graminea: Grassy
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MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/melasphaerula-graminea/
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