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Metrosideros umbellata
COMMON NAMES
southern rātā

BIOSTATUS
Native – Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | Not Threatened
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Trees & Shrubs - Dicotyledons

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION
Tall forest tree bearing pairs of oval leathery leaves with masses of red
bristly flowers in summer inhabiting much of the South Island and some
upland North Island sites. Twigs rounded in cross section. Leaves
2.5–6 cm long by 1–2 cm wide, gradually narrowing to sharp tip and short
stalk.

FLOWER COLOURS
Red/Pink

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Robust forest tree up to 20 metres often leaning out from ground, gnarled
branches, rarely starting as an epiphyte, occasionally reduced to bushy
and even prostrate shrubs in exposed situations. Trunk(s) up to 1 metre
or more diameter. Bark rough and flaky, light grey or fawn brown,
separates from the trunk in thin strips. Branchlets numerous, very twiggy
and branched, circular in cross section, glabrous when young. Leaves
have petioles about 5 mm long, lamina (25-)30–50(-60) × (10-)15–20 mm.
leathery, upper surface bright or dark green glabrous, underside pale
green tiny glands are visible up close, ovate to lanceolate, apex
acuminate, new growth coloured salmon-pink, orange-red, maturing to,
old leaves are red then fall off. Inflorescence terminal, forms numerous
cluster bearing flowers from central growth, on peduncles up to 10 mm
long receptacle cone shaped, smooth, fused to ovary. Sepals deltoid,
cupped, about 3 mm long. Petals about 5mm long, light red, oblong.
Stamens numerous light red more or less 20 mm long, anthers versatile,
pollen bright yellow, pistil same length as anthers, stigma capitate.
Capsule almost spherical, 8-9 mm diameter, tough, woody, 3-valved.
Seeds numerous per compartment, 2-3 mm long, narrowly elliptic, orange
brown or henna, glossy.

SIMILAR TAXA
Similar appearance to Metrosideros robusta, with which it can hybridise. The leaves of each species have very
distinguishable features M. robusta are blunt-tipped and have a notch in the apex, compared to M. umbellata having
a sharply pointed tip. Hybrids might have both features, or completely lack the obvious differences explained here.

DISTRIBUTION
Endemic. North Island (locally present from Te Paki south to Mt Pirongia, the northern Kaimai Ranges
(Ngatamahinerua) and Mt Manuoha (Te Urewera)), South Island (from Rangitoto ki te Tonga / D’Urville Island south
to Fiordland, with a mainly westerly distribution—absent from Marlbrough, most of Canterbury and northern Otago),
Stewart Island/Rakiura (common) and Auckland Islands (common).

https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/metrosideros-robusta/


HABITAT
Coastal to Montane (0-1000 m.a.s.l). Well-lit banks, forest slopes, shrubland, scrub, rock.

THREATS
Threat status elevated in 2017 due to the risk of Myrtle rust. Rather uncommon in the North Island, and at some
sites it is locally threatened by possum browse.
Myrtle Rust (Austropuccinia psidii) is an invasive fungus which threatens native myrtle species - learn more
myrtlerust.org.nz

GENUS
Metrosideros

FAMILY
Myrtaceae

AUTHORITY
Metrosideros umbellata Cav.

SYNONYMS
Melaleuca lucida G.Forst., Metrosideros lucida (G.Forst.) A.Rich.

TAXONOMIC NOTES
North Island plants are genetically (based on nrDNA ITS sequences) distinct from South Island plants but the
differences cannot be matched to morphology. All recent southern rata collections made from the Tararua Ranges
are the hybrid M. robusta × M. umbellata (Gardner et al. 2004). A few photographs taken in the 1930s from the
Francis Ridge, Southern Tararua Ranges may have been genuine M. umbellata but the species cannot be found
there now. Other northern Tararua records of M. umbellata appear to be based on M. robusta.

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
(August-)October-March.

FRUITING
March-May.

PROPAGATION TECHNIQUE
Easy from fresh seed but inclined to be rather slow-growing unless planted in ideal conditions. In cultivation this
species prefers a moist soil. Can be grown from soft-wood and semi-hardwood cuttings but these can be very
difficult to strike. A beautiful specimen tree which shoud be more widely planted in locations where conditions are
suitable.

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING
UPL: Obligate Upland
Rarely is a hydrophyte, almost always in uplands (non-wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY
metrosideros: Iron heart
umbellata: Bearing flowers in umbels

MANAAKI WHENUA ONLINE INTERACTIVE KEY
Key to the Myrtaceae of New Zealand

https://www.myrtlerust.org.nz/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/metrosideros-robusta/
https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/identification/key-to-the-myrtaceae-of-new-zealand/


NVS CODE
METUMB

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n = 22

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | Threatened – Nationally Vulnerable | Qualifiers: DP, De
2012 | Not Threatened
2009 | Not Threatened
2004 | Not Threatened
Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES
Auckland: 2025 | Regionally Threatened – Regionally Endangered | Qualifiers: DPS, DPT, PF, RR, Rel Help
The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Auckland conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation status of vascular plant species in Tāmaki Makaurau / Auckland” Simpkins E et al. (2025) report.
Otago: 2025 | Regionally Not Threatened | Qualifiers: De Help
The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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