Muehlenbeckia complexa var.
complexa

COMMON NAMES
small-leaved pohuehue, scrub pohuehue, wire vine

BIOSTATUS
Native

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | Not Threatened | Qualifiers: SO
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Lianes & Related Trailing Plants - Dicotyledons

FLOWER COLOURS
White

GENUS
Muehlenbeckia

FAMILY
Polygonaceae

AUTHORITY
Muehlenbeckia complexa (A.Cunn.) Meisn. var. complexa

SYNONYMS
Polygonum complexum A.Cunn.

ENDEMIC TAXON
No

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING

FACU: Facultative Upland

Occasionally is a hydrophyte but usually occurs in uplands (non-
wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY
muehlenbeckia: Named after a botanist named Muehlenbeck
complexa: Tangled

NVS CODE
MUECOM

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n =20

Pohuehue. Photographer: Wayne Bennett,
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PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | Not Threatened | Qualifiers: SO

2012 | Not Threatened

2009 | Not Threatened

2004 | Not Threatened

Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES

Auckland: 2025 | Regionally Not Threatened | Qualifiers: DPS, DPT Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Auckland conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation status of vascular plant species in Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland” Simpkins E et al. (2025) report.
Otago: 2025 | Regionally Not Threatened Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.

MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/muehlenbeckia-complexa-var-complexa/
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