
Locally common in dryland herbfield patches
amongst kanuka treeland, Queenstown Otago.
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Myosotis hikuwai
BIOSTATUS
Native – Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | Threatened – Nationally Endangered | Qualifiers: DPS, DPT, OL
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Dicotyledons other than Composites

DISTRIBUTION
South Island: Otago.

GENUS
Myosotis

FAMILY
Boraginaceae

AUTHORITY
Meudt, Prebble & G.M.Rogers

TAXONOMIC NOTES
It was first collected in 2013 and has been previously referred to as
‘Myosotis sp. morphologically similar to M. glauca’ (Prebble et al. 2018), M.
aff. glauca (a) (WELT SP104520; “Mata-Au”) (de Lange et al. 2018;
Prebble et al. 2022), or M. “Mata-Au” (Prebble et al. 2019).

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
Spring annual; flowering mid-September–late November, fruiting November.

ETYMOLOGY
myosotis: Mouse-eared
hikuwai: The epithet hikuwai refers to the Hikuwai Conservation Area where the only known population of this plant
is from. In te reo Māori, hikuwai means ‘source of a stream' and may refer to the source of the Clutha River / Mata-
Au.

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
Unknown

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUS
2017 | Threatened – Nationally Critical | Qualifiers: DP, OL
Jump to current conservation status



REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES
Otago: 2025 | Regionally Threatened – Regionally Endangered | Qualifiers: DPT, EF, NStr, OL, RE, TL Help
The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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