Myosotis pansa subsp. pansa

COMMON NAMES
forget-me-not

BIOSTATUS
Native — Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | Threatened - Nationally Critical | Qualifiers: Sp, DPS, DPT, PF, RR
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Dicotyledons other than Composites

FLOWER COLOURS
White

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Stout, robust to weakly erect plants up to 250 x 250 mm. Rosettes and ;
laterals often greatly elongated. Petiole long and narrowly winged up to Close up of flower. Photographer: Shannel
30 x 5 mm, margins fringed by long spreading hairs. Rosette-leaves Courtney, Licence: CC BY-NC.

variable in size and shape, up to 40 x 35 mm, bright lettuce green, green,
dark-green or bronze-green, sometimes suffused with red, orbicular to
broadly elliptic or elliptic, apex rounded or retuse, usually finely apiculate,
base obtuse to broadly attenuate; both leaf surfaces sparsely covered in
widely spaced, short, straight, stiff, more or less appressed hairs. Lateral
branches few- to many, 60-500 mm long, weakly erect to flaccid, very
leafy, often rooting on contact with soil; internode length variable, usually
approximating leaf length. Stem leaves broadly elliptic, elliptic to ovate, at
first petiolate, becoming sessile toward lateral apex, hairs as for rosette-
leaves, though more closely appressed near lamina margin. Inflorescence
cymose, cymes simple, without bracts, many-flowered, 40-160 mm,
internodes 4-8 mm. Pedicels 4-10 mm long. Calyx 4-6 mm, cut almost to
base, lobes 3-5 mm long, narrowly lanceolate, subacute to acute,
spreading at fruiting. Flowers white. Corolla 9-16 mm diameter, lobes

6-8 mm, broad-oblong to oblong, obtuse or rounded, spreading, corolla
tube 1.5-2 x 2.5-4 mm, wider than long, funnelform, scales placed well
below calyx lobe apices, stamens 1.2-2(-3) mm long, style 1.5-3.5 mm,
stigma capitate. Nutlets 1.5-1.9 x 1.2-1.4 mm, black, glossy, ovate to
broadly ovate.

Mercer Bay, Waitakere. Photographer: Gillian
M. Crowcroft, Date taken: 01/11/2000, Licence:
All rights reserved.



SIMILAR TAXA

Myosotis forsteri, and M. venosa are vegetatively similar species. However, these species do not naturally occur in
the narrow coastal zone that M. pansa occupies. M. forsteri differs from M. pansa by the anthers which are placed
below the corolla-scales. M. venosa differs by the calyx lobes which are cut to about 1/2 the calyx length, rather
broad and distinctly ribbed, and by the leaf hairs which are flexuose, never retrorse. M. pottsiana is rather similar,
but this is a rheophytic species that occurs on vertical rock walls in river gorges only in the eastern Bay of Plenty.
Vegetatively M. pansa differs from M. pottsiana by the flowers whose corolla tube is wider than long, funnelform,
and by the corolla-scales with are placed at or near the calyx-tips. Myosotis pansa subsp. pansa is distinguished
from subsp. praeceps by the ebracteate inflorescences (with the the cauline leaves present proximally up to the
base of the inflorescence only, not subtending or alternating with the flowers more distally) (Meudt et al. 2013).

DISTRIBUTION
Endemic to the Waitakere coastline, western North Island from Muriwai Beach to Waterfall Bay

HABITAT
Open, coastal forest, scrub or flaxland, or amongst ferns and low grasses, in semi-shaded sites, on banks, cliffs,
ledges and colluvial slopes directly above the sea. Occasionally found up to 300 m inland from the sea.

THREATS
Loss of habitat through coastal development; susceptible to goat, deer and pig impacts; competition from weeds,
especially Mexican daisy (Erigeron karvinskianus) and Mexican devil (Ageratina adenophora)

GENUS
Myosotis

FAMILY
Boraginaceae

AUTHORITY
Myosotis pansa (L.B.Moore) Meudt, Prebble, R.J.Stanley & Thorsen subsp. pansa

SYNONYMS
Myosotis petiolata var. pansa L.B.Moore

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
September - February

FRUITING
November - July

PROPAGATION TECHNIQUE

An attractive and easily grown native forget-me-not. It grows well in a moist but free draining soil, and can tolerate
open sunny conditions or semi-shade. Fresh seed germinates readily, and plants once established, freely set seed,
producing numerous seedlings. However, in humid climates plants are prone to powdery mildew infections, and like
many other indigenous forget-me-nots plants are prone rust infections, which make the leaves swollen and
unsightly.

PLANT OF THE MONTH
This plant has been featured as a Plant of the Month — see Trilepidea: NZPCN newsletter for July 2008 for the full
story.



https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/publications/documents/trilepidea-e-newsletter-no-56-july-2008/

ETYMOLOGY
myosotis: Mouse-eared

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n =44

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES

2017 | Threatened - Nationally Endangered | Qualifiers: Sp
2012 | Threatened - Nationally Endangered | Qualifiers: Sp
2009 | Threatened - Nationally Endangered | Qualifiers: Sp
2004 | Threatened - Nationally Endangered

Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES

Auckland: 2025 | Regionally Threatened — Regionally Critical | Qualifiers: DPT, DE, NStr, NR, PF, RR, RE Help
The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Auckland conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation status of vascular plant species in Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland” Simpkins E et al. (2025) report.
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ATTRIBUTION
Fact Sheet prepared by NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 1 February 2008. Description subsequently published in de Lange
et al. (2010). For a more recent assessment see Meudt et al. (2013).
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