
Nitella stuartii
COMMON NAMES
Stonewort

BIOSTATUS
Native

CATEGORY
Non-vascular

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION
Small branched submerged plant, with branches of uneven length.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Aquatic, submerged, macro-algae. Low-growing (>0.3 m), with a ‘birds-nest’ appearance. Forked branchlets arise in
whorls from central stems, which are anchored in the sediment by colourless rhizoids. Branchlets of different
lengths arise in two tiers from each whorl, giving a densely branched, untidy appearance. Stem and branchlets are
comprised of strings of single cells that are easily punctured. Plant is monoecious, with antheridia and oogonia on
the same plant, usually located together on terminal branchlets and without mucus present on fertile heads.
Branchlets repeatedly divide, with one cell comprising the branchlet beyond the last fork.

SIMILAR TAXA
Can be distinguished from Nitella hyalina, N. pseudoflabellata, and N. subtilissima, as these three species have 2
cells beyond the last branchlet form compared to 1 cell in N. stuartii and N. opaca. N. opaca lacks the second tier of
branchlets in each whorl.

DISTRIBUTION
Indigenous. New Zealand: North, South Island. Also Australia, India.

HABITAT
Lakes and slow flowing streams.

GENUS
Nitella

FAMILY
Characeae

AUTHORITY
Nitella stuartii A. Braun

FRUITING
Oospores are laterally compressed, small at

PROPAGATION TECHNIQUE
Fragments or oospores.
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