Potamogeton crispus

COMMON NAMES
curly pondweed

BIOSTATUS
Exotic

CONSERVATION STATUS
Not applicable

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Monocots

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION

Submerged aquatic plant that has green to red/brown leaves arranged
alternately on stems. the leaves are ca 10mm in width and up to 80 mm
long with distinct wavy edges (hence the name ‘crispus’). Centre veins of
the leaves are normally reddish.

FLOWER COLOURS
Cream, Green

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Entirely submerged, bottom-rooting, normally perennial. Slender rhizomes
and roots. P. crispus has long branched stems, that feels slightly flattened
(as opposed to round or cylindrical), with submerged leaves that are
arranged alternately on the stem. The leaves are green to reddish brown,
slightly translucent, about 10mm in width, and up to 80mm long. Leaf
margins are markedly wavy and crimped, with fine teeth near the tip.
Centre veins of the leaves are normally reddish. The inflorescence spike
has few flowers. Flowers small, green, on spikes up to 1 cm long, 4 flat
dark seeds. The fruit (achenes) are large (4mm) and thick, with a curved
beak and a toothed (rounded toothed) dorsal keel. Turions or winter buds
of hard scales formed by shortened, thickened leaves with broad and
strongly toothed bases.

SIMILAR TAXA

Potamogeton ochreatus and P. cheesemanii. P. ochreatus has a straight
edged leaf and a blunt leaf tip, whereas curled pondweed has a rounded
leaf tip with crimped edges. It can be distinguished from P. cheesemanii
by the submerged leaves, which are narrower and much more crimped in
curled pondweed.

DISTRIBUTION
Widely naturalised throughout New Zealand, rare in West Coast Region

HABITAT
Moderately fast flowing to still water bodies.

GENUS
Potamogeton

FAMILY
Potamogetonaceae

AUTHORITY
Potamogeton crispus L.

Fruit of Potamogeton crispus. Photographer:
Rohan Wells, Date taken: 22/05/2012, Licence:
All rights reserved.

Leaves of Potamogeton crispus. Photographer:
Rohan Wells, Date taken: 19/07/2012, Licence:
All rights reserved.



ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
November, December, January

FRUITING
Autumn

YEAR NATURALISED
1940

ORIGIN
Native to Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia.

REASON FOR INTRODUCTION
Ornamental pond and aquarium plant

TOLERANCES
Tolerates brackish, flowing or still water, and grows to 10 m depth.

CONTROL TECHNIQUES
Not usually controlled in New Zealand, but may be controlled manually, or mechanically.

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL
Spread by seeds, stem fragments, rhizomes, or turions. Birds disperse seed, fragments, rhizomes and turions
dispersed by contaminated machinery and water movement.

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING
OBL: Obligate Wetland
Almost always is a hydrophyte, rarely in uplands (non-wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY
potamogeton: River dweller

ENVIRONMENTAL WEED (2024)

This plant is named in a list of 386 environmental weeds in New Zealand 2024 prepared by DOC. 759 candidate
species were considered for inclusion on this new comprehensive list of environmental weeds in New Zealand. The
species considered were drawn from published lists of weed species, lists of plants that must be reported or
managed by law if observed, existing national and regional programmes and agreements for pest management, and
species already managed by the Department of Conservation (DOC). Candidate species were then assessed to see
if they were fully naturalised and whether they have more than minor impacts in natural ecosystems. Read the full
report here.
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