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Pseudocyphellaria hookeri
BIOSTATUS
Native – Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2018 | At Risk – Naturally Uncommon | Qualifiers: Sp

CATEGORY
Lichen

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Lichens - Foliose

LICHEN SUBSTRATE
Corticolous (bark, wood)

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
Thallus ± orbicular, 5-10(-15) cm diam., ± loosely attached, margins ±
free. Lobes broadly laciniate or ± rounded, 10-20 diam., margins entire or
variously notched or incised. Upper surface slate-blue to brownish-black,
conspicuously white-maculate (×10 lens) when wet, conspicuously and
often densely reticulate-faveolate, ridges pale (free of algae), smooth or
sharp, faveolations deep, matt or glossy, smooth or wrinkled, often
suffused brownish centrally, without isidia, soredia or pseudocyphellae.
Medulla white. Photobiont blue-green. Lower surface pale buff or
whitish with a ± uniform, short, stiff, brownish tomentum, tomentum in
short, discrete bundles, wrinkled-bullate, glabrous at margins.
Pseudocyphellae white, frequent, raised, verruciform, with a naked, white,
waxy margin, 0.05-0.2 mm wide, exposed hyphae in small, punctiform
depression. Apothecia ± frequent, sessile to subpedicellate, 1-8 mm
diam., concave to plane at first becoming irregularly convex with age, disc
black, matt, epruinose, minutely granular, ± shining, margins pale, thin,
inflexed, crenulate, thalline exciple concolorous with thallus, smooth or
minutely verrucose. Ascospores oblong-ellipsoid, polaribilocular, brown,
(20-)23-25(-30) × 8-11 µm.
Chemistry: Cortex C+ red. Hopane-6α,7β,22-triol, tenuiorin, methyl
evernate, methyl lecanorate, methyl gyrophorate, gyrophoric, stictic,
norstictic and constictic acids.

SUBSTRATE DETAILS
Corticolous

GENUS
Pseudocyphellaria

FAMILY
Peltigeraceae

AUTHORITY
Pseudocyphellaria hookeri (C.Bab.) D.J.Galloway & P.James

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No



ETYMOLOGY
hookeri: Named after Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker (born 1817) - a world famous botanist who travelled on the
Antarctic expedition of 1839 under the command of Sir James Ross and wrote “Handbook of New Zealand Flora”
published in 1864-67 describing many specimens sent to Kew by collectors. He died in 1911 and has a memorial
stone at Westminster Abbey London.

NVS CODE
PSEHOO
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ATTRIBUTION
Some of this factsheet information is derived from Biota of New Zealand and is used under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International licence.

MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/pseudocyphellaria-hookeri/

PDF DATE
27 May 2026

https://biotanz.landcareresearch.co.nz/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/pseudocyphellaria-hookeri/

