Russula vivida

BIOSTATUS
Native

CATEGORY
Fungi

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A robust mushroom, with the cap up to 4.5 cm diameter, bright red to
madder red. It is centrally depressed at maturity, slightly viscid, glabrous,
and finely rugulose and creviced towards margins. The gills, which are
joined to the stipe (adnate), are crowded, thin, simple or occasionally
forked near the stipe. They are up to 4 mm deep, white, but tinted bright
red in places. The stalk is 3.5 cm long and 1 cm diameter. It is solid, dry,
finely felted under lens, and white with faint reddish tints. The flesh is
white, and does not change colour on exposure to air. Spore print not
known. The spores are elliptical to broadly elliptical, 7-10 x 6.5-8 ym.
They are obliquely apiculate, with the apiculus to 1.5 ym long. The spores
are ornamented with amyloid truncated spines and verrucae to 0.7(-1) um
high, isolated, in confluent groups, or joined by fine amyloid ridges and
forming a partial reticulum. The context of the cap is white, unchanging.
Both the gills and context have a mild taste.

DISTRIBUTION
Taupo

SUBSTRATE DETAILS
Solitary under Nothofagus solandri.

GENUS
Russula

FAMILY
Russulaceae, Basidiomycetes

AUTHORITY
McNabb

FRUITING
Known from only the type, collected in Tongariro National Park, May 1967.
Where To Buy

ETYMOLOGY
vivida: From the Latin vividus ‘bright’, ‘vivid’

MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/russula-vivida/
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