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Thamnolia vermicularis var.
vermicularis
COMMON NAMES
Whiteworm lichen

BIOSTATUS
Native

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2018 | Not Threatened | Qualifiers: SO

CATEGORY
Lichen

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Lichens - Fruticose

LICHEN SUBSTRATE
Terricolous (soil)

SUBSTRATE DETAILS
Terricolous

GENUS
Thamnolia

FAMILY
Icmadophilaceae

AUTHORITY
Thamnolia vermicularis (Sw.) Ach. ex Schaer. var. vermicularis

SYNONYMS
Cerania vermicularis, Lichen subuliformis, Lichen vermicularis, Thamnolia
subuliformis, Thamnolia vermicularis var. subuliformis

ENDEMIC TAXON
No

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

ECOLOGICAL NOTES
The UV− chemodeme is more common in the Southern Hemisphere than it is in the Northern Hemisphere (Satô
1965: 324). In New Zealand it has an altitudinal range from 287 m (Conroy’s Gully near Alexandra) to 3000 m (Mt
Aspiring) and is most richly developed in the mountains of eastern South Island, from the Torlesse Range to the
Blue Mountains. In this latter locality, exceptionally well-developed thalli occur reaching 12–15 cm in length. The
UV+ chemodeme is much rarer in New Zealand (Satô 1965: 324) ranging from the St Arnaud Ranges to Mt Anglem
on Stewart Island. This chemodeme is much more common in the Northern Hemisphere than it is in the Southern
Hemisphere (Satô 1965), though in arctic North America both chemodemes appear to be equally distributed
(Thomson 1984; Brodo et al. 2001).
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