Veronica arvensis

COMMON NAMES
field speedwell, corn speedwell

BIOSTATUS
Exotic

CONSERVATION STATUS
Not applicable

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Herbs - Dicotyledons other than Composites

FLOWER COLOURS
Blue, Violet/Purple

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Stems erect, decumbent, or sprawling, multiple from fibrous roots, to
+/-15cm tall, herbaceous, hollow, villous. Leaves are opposite, petiolate
below, sessile above, broadly ovate to triangular above, to +/-1cm long,
1cm broad, crenate-serrate, pubescent. Inflorescence produced on a
terminal bracteate raceme to +/-5cm long. Bracts foliaceous and giving
the flowers a single axillary look. Flowers sessile or on petioles to -1Tmm
long. Corolla deep blue-purple, to 5mm broad. Petals 4, united at the base
to form a short tube to .5mm long. Lobes of the corolla rounded. Stamens
2, erect, adnate at the base of the corolla tube. Filaments whitish,
glabrous, to Tmm long. Anthers bluish and white, .3-.4mm long. Ovary
superior, green, orbicular, compressed, pubescent on the margins, .5mm
in diameter. Style whitish-green, -1mm long and glabrous. Calyx
accrescent, deeply 4-lobed, glandular and simple hispid. Lobes oblong,
typically unequal, green, rounded to subacute, to 2mm in flower (much
longer in fruit). Calyx tube short, -Imm long.

HABITAT
Open rocky area, waste ground, cultivated areas, fields, pastures, lawns,
roadsides and rail corridors.

GENUS
Veronica

FAMILY
Plantaginaceae

AUTHORITY
Veronica arvensis L.

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

YEAR NATURALISED
1864

ORIGIN
Temperate Eurasia, N. Africa, Micronesia

Veronica arvensis. Photographer: John Smith-
Dodsworth, Licence: CC BY-NC.



ETYMOLOGY

veronica: Named after Saint Veronica, who gave Jesus her veil to wipe his brow as he carried the cross through
Jerusalem, perhaps because the common name of this plant is ‘speedwell’. The name Veronica is often believed to
derive from the Latin vera ‘truth’ and iconica ‘image’, but it is actually derived from the Macedonian name Berenice
which means ‘bearer of victory’.

arvensis: Growing in arable fields

NVS CODE
VERARV

MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/veronica-arvensis/
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