
Xylaria zealandica
FAMILY
Xylariaceae, Ascomycetes

AUTHORITY
Cooke

FLORA CATEGORY
Fungi – Native

DISTRIBUTION
Wellington

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
The stromata are 4 cm high x 2–3 mm broad, cylindrical, cylindrical-clavate to conical, usually with a short acute
umbo extending beyond the fertile portion. An abruptly narrowed stipe makes up to one-half of the total length.
Mature stromata are dull blackish-brown to blackish. The ascospores are (22–)23–28(–31) x (7.5–)8–9 µm and
brown. In side view they are more or less equilateral, or inequilateral, flattened on one side, not curved. In face view
they are elliptic. The ends are broadly rounded, or narrowly rounded. The spores are one-celled or with an
inconspicuous cellular appendage (primary appendage) on one end. There is a straight to undulate germ slit on the
flattened side of the spore. It is parallel to the long axis and slightly less than the spore length.

FRUITING
Known from two collections, both made in the Wellington region, one in July 1919, the other in the 19th century.

SUBSTRATE
On dead wood.

WHERE HELD
K (holotype), PDD

EXTANT COLLECTIONS
2

Where To Buy

MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/xylaria-zealandica/
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