Zizania latifolia

COMMON NAMES
Manchurian rice grass

BIOSTATUS
Exotic

CONSERVATION STATUS
Not applicable

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Grasses

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION
Large growing marginal emergent grass with light (dull) green, coarse,
long straight leaves growing in fans, and purplish - red/brown flowers.

FLOWER COLOURS
Green, Violet/Purple

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Tall marginal perennial. Tufts coarse, 2-4 m tall. Rhizomes stout,
spreading. Leaves light green, up to 1 m or more long and 1-2 cm wide,
with a stout midrib, papery, harsh, dull greygreen, tapering to a point,
rustling loudly in wind. Ligule a very dense fringe of hairs. Inflorescense
purplish or reddish brown, 20-40 cm long, dense and soft to touch; lower
part is spreading and male; upper part is more closed and with female
flowers.

SIMILAR TAXA

Raupo (Typha orientalis). Raupd is usually shorter (1-3 m) than
Manchurian wild rice, with bluish-green leaves with a characteristic twist
in the leaf blade and a cylindrical brown flower spike.

DISTRIBUTION
Locally naturalised Northland, Auckland, Waikato and Wellington,
abundant on the margins of Northern Wairoa River, Northland.

HABITAT

Section of leaf blade, adaxial side. Jul 2007.
Photographer: Robyn Smith, Licence: CC BY-
NC.

Section of leaf blade, abaxial side showing
thickened midnerve. Jul 2007. Photographer:
Robyn Smith, Licence: CC BY-NC.

Lowland still and slow flowing water bodies (both resh water or moderately saline).

GENUS
Zizania

FAMILY
Poaceae

AUTHORITY
Zizania latifolia (Griseb.) Stapf

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

FLOWERING
November, December

FRUITING
Autumn


https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/typha-orientalis/

YEAR NATURALISED
1906

ORIGIN
Eastern Asia

REASON FOR INTRODUCTION
Accidental, contamination of ballast

TOLERANCES
Tolerant of drought and frost; highly tolerant of poor drainage and intolerant of shade. Regrowth from underground
rhizomes occurs after physical damage, fire and grazing.

CONTROL TECHNIQUES
Notify Ministry for Primary Industries if found.

LIFE CYCLE AND DISPERSAL

Perennial. Plants are hermaphroditic with the female inflorescence borne above the male inflorescence. Large
amounts of seed is produced which germinated quickly. Reproduces through seed or vegetatively through tailoring
and rhizome extension. Rhizomes spread slowly outwards. Seeds and rhizome fragments spread via water,
livestock, machinery, e.g. graders, dumping of green waste, eel nets, boats and trailers, clothing and possibly by
birds.

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING
OBL: Obligate Wetland
Almost always is a hydrophyte, rarely in uplands (non-wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY
latifolia: From the Latin latus meaning broad, and folium meaning leaf, relating to the “broad-leaved” foliage of the
plant.

NATIONAL PEST PLANT ACCORD SPECIES

This plant is listed in the 2020 National Pest Plant Accord. The National Pest Plant Accord (NPPA) is an agreement
to prevent the sale and/or distribution of specified pest plants where either formal or casual horticultural trade is
the most significant way of spreading the plant in New Zealand. For up to date information and an electronic copy
of the 2020 Pest Plant Accord manual (including plant information and images) visit the MPI website.

ENVIRONMENTAL WEED (2024)

This plant is named in a list of 386 environmental weeds in New Zealand 2024 prepared by DOC. 759 candidate
species were considered for inclusion on this new comprehensive list of environmental weeds in New Zealand. The
species considered were drawn from published lists of weed species, lists of plants that must be reported or
managed by law if observed, existing national and regional programmes and agreements for pest management, and
species already managed by the Department of Conservation (DOC). Candidate species were then assessed to see
if they were fully naturalised and whether they have more than minor impacts in natural ecosystems. Read the full
report here.

NVS CODE
ZIZLAT
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