Brachyglottis repanda
Common Name(s):
rangiora, bushman's toilet paper, bushman's friend
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. North Island throughout. South Island  north west Nelson
to just south of Greymouth in the west, and near Kekerengu in the
east. Naturalised on Banks Peninsula, Otago Peninsula, and on Stewart
Island at Oban.

Caption: Brachyglottis repanda
Photographer: Wayne Bennett

Habitat:
Common in coastal, lowland and lower montane shrubland and open
forest. Often a pioneer species.
Features:
Shrub to small tree up to 6 m or more tall. Trunk one or more arising
from ground, covered in somewhat corky bark. Branches stout,
spreading, rather brittle, initially densely clad in fine white to buff
tomentum becoming glabrescent with age. Petiole stout, grooved, 80
100 mm long. Leaves leathery, 50250(300) X 5020(30) mm, dark
green to pale green above, undersides clad in fine, appressed vivid
white hairs, broad to ovateoblong, obtuse to subacute, obliquely
cordate to truncate at base, margins distantly dentately lobed to
sinuate. Inflorescence a much branched panicle. Capitula 5 mm diam.,
numerous, without ligules (discoid). Involucral bracts 3 mm long,
narrowoblong to narrow spathulate, margins scarious except at base.
Florets 1012, yellow. Seeds (cypsela) narrowly oblongelliptic to
oblong elliptic, 11.8 mm long, ribs 6, rounded, broad. Pappus 23 mm,
buffyellow, scabrid.
Flowering:

(July) AugustOctober
(November)

Fruiting:

(October) November
December (January)

Caption: Brachyglottis repanda
Photographer: Wayne Bennett

Threats:
Not Threatened
References and further reading:
Thorsen, M. J.; Dickinson, K. J. M.; Seddon, P. J. 2009. Seed dispersal systems in the New Zealand flora.
Perspectives in Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics 2009 Vol. 11 No. 4 pp. 285309
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1562
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Dicksonia fibrosa
Common Name(s):
whekiponga, whekikohoonga, golden tree fern, kuripaka
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. North, South, Stewart, and Chatham islands. Uncommon
north of the Waikato River and Coromandel Peninsula
Habitat:
Coastal to montane, Usually in forested situations, often in riparian
sites or at gulley heads.
Features*:
Stout, nonrhizomatous tree ferns, up to 10 m tall. Trunk up to 1 m
diameter, very dense, composed of tightly interwoven, redbrown
rootlets, entirely without aerial buds. Fronds numerous, persistent in
death, and forming a dense, pendent skirt; in life erect and arching,
forming a dense, tight crown 1.2–2.8–3.6 m long, 300–480(–600) mm
wide. Stipes 100(–300) mm long, pale brown to redbrown
(sometimes goldenbrown), smooth, base densely clad with persistent,
soft, light redbrown hairs; immature rachises initially clad in soft, pale
brown hairs, otherwise glabrate. Lamina (0.9–)2.5–3.3 m long,
lanceolate, (2–)3–4pinnate, abaxially glossy dark green, adaxially
paler, harshly coriaceous, primary pinnae 150–280(–300) mm long,
lanceolate, long tapering, ± acuminate; secondary pinnae 40–50 mm
long, lanceolate, closeset to ± overlapping. Barren pinnules 5 mm long,
subfalcate, acute, toothed or entire, widened and confluent at base,
shallowly concavoconvex; fertile pinnules rounded, concavoconvex
lobes. Sorus ± ovoid to rounded, terminating veins at fertile pinnae
margins; sporangia on raised receptacle, partially obscured by in rolled
pinnae margin, and submembranous inner indusium. Spores golden
brown to redbrown.
Flowering:

Not applicable  spore
producing

Caption: Eastern Wairarapa. Oct
2010.
Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe

Fruiting:

Not applicable  spore
producing

Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange (10 October 2010).
Description by P.J. de Lange
References and further reading:
Duguid, F. 1978. Annual growth of new fronds on Dicksonia fibrosa.
Wellington Botanical Society Bulletin, 40: 4849
Caption: Rangaika, Chatham
Island. June 2013.
Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1789
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Dodonaea viscosa
Common Name(s):
akeake
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Indigenous. New Zealand: Three Kings, North, South and Chatham
Islands. Widespread throughout the world (see Harrington & Gadek
2009). Though long regarded as naturalised on the Chatham Islands
(de Lange et al. 2011), recent unpublished pollen core data show this
view is incorrect (J. Wilmshurst pers. comm. 2014).

Caption: Coromandel, November
Photographer: John Smith
Dodsworth

Habitat:
Coastal to lowland forest, occupying a range of habitats from dunefields
and boulder beaches through coastal scrub to lowland forest. Rarely
forming a dominant tree in coastal forest and especially on offshore
islands
Features*:
Shrub or small tree 312 m. Bark reddish brown, flaking readily in
irregular shards, flakes often detaching in masses toward trunk base;
young branchlets flattened to triangular, glabrous. Young growth and
buds sticky (viscid). Leaves sessile or on petioles 812 mm. long;
lamina membranous, subcoriaceous to coriaceous, initially viscid, 40
150 × 1035 mm, green, yellowgreen, bronze or redpurple; linear
lanceolate, lanceolate, elliptic to oblanceolate; base narrowly attenuate
to cuneate; apex obtuse, rarely emarginate or subacute; margins
entire or (very rarely) finely denticulate. Inflorescences terminal, in
panicles 3080 mm long. Flowers yellowgreen to redgreen;
pedicellate, pedicels 1040 mm long, viscid, minutely puberulent, hairs
often deciduous. Male flowers with 34, 1.33.0 mm long,lanceolate
ovate to oblong, caducous sepals; stamens 610; filaments 0.10.6 mm
long; anthers 1.22 mm long. Female flowers similar though sepals
narrower; style bifid, prominently exserted. Capsule 24winged, 15 ×
15 mm broadly ellipsoid, initially cream to red tinged, resinous, drying
amber to pale brown, lustrous; wings 310 mm wide,
even,membranous, base cordate, apex emarginate, margins undulate.
Seeds 2.93.4 mm long, dark purpleblack or black, ellipticoblong to
ovoid, compressed, biconvex.
Flowering:

August  November

Caption: Coromandel, November
Photographer: John Smith
Dodsworth

Fruiting:

November  April

Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 11 November 2014. Description adapted from Allan (1961) and
Webb & Simpson (2001), supplemented with observations made from fresh and dried material.
References and further reading:
Allan, H.H. 1961: Flora of New Zealand. Vol. I, Wellington, Government Printer.
de Lange, P.J.; Heenan, P.B.; Rolfe, J.R. 2011: Checklist of vascular plants recorded from the Chatham Island
Islands. Department of Conservation, Wellington. 57pp.
Harrington, M.G.; Gadek, P.A. 2009: A species well travelled – the Dodonaea viscosa (Sapindaceae) complex
based on phylogenetic analyses of nuclear ribosomal ITS and ETSf sequences. Journal of Biogeography 36: 2313
2323.
Thorsen, M. J.; Dickinson, K. J. M.; Seddon, P. J. 2009. Seed dispersal systems in the New Zealand flora.
Perspectives in Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics 1 1: 285309
Webb, C.J.; Simpson, M.J.A. 2001: Seeds of New Zealand Gymnosperms and Dicotyledons. Christchurch, Manuka
Press.
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2109
© 2014 New Zealand Plant Conservation Network

Leptospermum scoparium var.
scoparium
Common Name(s):
manuka, tea tree, kahikatoa
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Indigenous to New Zealand and Australia. Most Australian forms of L.
scoparium do not match the range seen in New Zealand. However,
plants from Tasmania are very similar to, if not identical with some
South Island forms, differing mainly by their wider leaf base, and
longer, more pungent leaf apex. Manuka was also collected once from
Rarotonga by Thomas Cheeseman in the 1800s. It has not been found
there since, and is assumed to have been a failed introduction. Further
study using DNA sequencing is underway to resolve the status of L.
scoparium forms both here and in Australia.

Photographer: © John Braggins

Habitat:
Abundant from coastal situations to low alpine habitats.
Features*:
Decumbent shrub, subshrub, shrub, or small tree up to 5 m in height
and in decumbent forms 24 m across. Bark light grey to charcoal grey,
peeling in long papery flakes, these curling with age. Wood red.
Branches numerous erect, spreading or decumbent, arising from base,
sometimes sprouting adventitious roots and/or layering on contact
with soil. Young branches, young leaves and flower buds densely to
sparingly clad in long silky, white hairs. Leaves leathery, pale to dark
green, glabrescent to glabrous, linearfiliform, narrowly lanceolate,
lanceolate, oblanceolate, to elliptic or obovate (5)1015(20) x 125(
8) mm, invariably apex drawn out into a long stiff, pungent point,
midrib usaully distinct sometimes obscure, leaf margin finely crenate,
veins simple, scarcely branched. Flowers solitary in leaf axils, (8)10
20(25) mm diam. Receptacle dark red, crimson or pink. Petals white,
sometimes flushed pink or dark red. Stamens numerous.
Flowering:

Throughout
the year

Caption: Flowers of
Leptospermum scoparium var.
scoparium
Photographer: Wayne Bennett

Fruiting:

The capsules are long persistent so
invariably mature plants always possess
at least some capsules.

Threats:
Not threatened, though some stands are at risk from clearance for farmland or through felling for firewood.
*Attribution:
Fact Sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 1 February 2004. Description by P.J. de Lange.
References and further reading:
Gardner, R. 2002. Notes towards an excursion Flora .Manuka Leptospermum scoparium myrtaceae. Auckland
Botanical Society Journal, 57: 147149
Thorsen, M. J.; Dickinson, K. J. M.; Seddon, P. J. 2009. Seed dispersal systems in the New Zealand flora.
Perspectives in Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics 11: 285309
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2302
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Melicytus ramiflorus
Common Name(s):
mahoe, hinahina, whitey wood
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic subspecies. Three other subspecies occur, one endemic to
Norfolk (probably a different species), one to Fiji and one to Samoa. In
addition forms from Raoul Island (Kermadec Islands Group) and the
Three Kings and eastern Northland may warrant formal recognition.
Research into this variation is in progress.

Caption: Carter Scenic Reserve,
Wairarapa
Photographer: John Sawyer

Habitat:
Abundant small tree of coastal, lowland, and lower montane forests
throughout the country.
Features:
Shrub or small tree up to 15 m tall. Trunk 1 or more, 0.60.8 m diam,
typically much branched from near base. Wood soft, white. Bark
greyishwhite, underbark bright green. Branchlets numerous, twiggy,
rather brittle. Petioles 20 mm or more long. Leaves, firmly fleshy, 50
150 x 3050 mm, light or dark green, lanceolateoblong to elliptic
oblong, apex acute to acuminate (rarely obtuse), leaf margins coarsely
serrated (very rarely subentire, or irregularly coarsely toothed).
Inflorescence 210 flowered fascicles arising from branchlets or leaf
axils. Flowers 34 mm diam., female or inconstant male (flowers types
on separate plants) borne on slender pedicels 510 mm long. Bracts
subtending flowers, calyx lobes minute, petals greenishyellow, yellow
(rarely cream), lanceolate, apex obtuse. Anthers sessile, stigma 46
lobed. Fruit a violet, dark blue or purple berry, 45 mm diam., obovoid
to globose. Seeds 36 per berry.
Flowering:

November  February

Caption: Carter Scenic Reserve,
Wairarapa
Photographer: John Sawyer

Fruiting:

November  March

Threats:
Not Threatened
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=973
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Metrosideros excelsa
Common Name(s):
Pohutukawa, New Zealand Christmas tree
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. New Zealand: Three Kings Islands and North Island from
North Cape to about Pukearuhe, (northern Taranaki) in the west and
near Mahia Peninsula (in the east). However, exact southern limit is
difficult to ascertain as it has been widely planted and there is evidence
that old time Maori cultivated the tree in some southerly areas. Found
inland around the Rotorua Lakes and at Lake Taupo  though these
occurrences could stem from Maori plantings (though the association of
other normally coastal species around these lakes argues against this).
Now widely planted throughout the rest of New Zealand (especially
around Nelson, the Marlborough Sounds, the Kaikoura Coast and on
the west coast to about Hokitika).

Caption: Wellington
Photographer: John Sawyer

Habitat:
Coastal forest and on occasion inland around lake margins. Also in the
far north occasionally an associate of kauri forest. In some northerly
locations it forms forest type in its own right  this forest is dominated
by pohutukawa, other associates often include tawapou (Pouteria
costata), kohekohe (Dysoxylum spectabile), puriri (Vitex lucens),
karaka (Corynocarpus laevigatus), and on rodentfree offshore islands
the frequent presence of coastal maire (Nestegis apetala), and milk
tree (Streblus banksii) suggests these species too may once have been
important in mainland examples of pohutukawa forest.
Features*:
Tree up to 20 m tall with canopy spread of 1050m. Specimens
typically multitrunked from base, trunks up to 2 m diameter,
branches spreading, and often arching, sometimes looping over ground,
and/or bearing"brooms" of aerial adventitious roots. Branchlets
Caption: Metrosideros excelsa
numerous, twiggy and longpersistent. Bark firm, persistent and
Photographer: Wayne Bennett
difficult to detach, often deeply furrowed, grey to greybrown,
somewhat corky. Young branchlets tomentose, being covered in fine,
deciduous, greyishwhite hairs. Leaves of all but water shoots leathery,
25120 × 2560 mm, elliptic, oblong, rarely lanceolate, apex acute or obtuse, dark olivegreen, undersides thickly
clad in white tomentum, adaxial surface at first distinctly tomentose but hairs shedding with leaf maturation.
Flowers borne on stout, tomentose pedicels crimson, orange, pink, yellow (or very rarely white). Hypanthium
obconic, calyx lobes triangular (deltoid).
Flowering:

Fruiting:

(August) NovemberDecember (March)

(January) MarchApril (May)

Threats:
Like all New Zealand tree Metrosideros, pohutukawa is most at risk from possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) browse.
These can seriously damage and even kill trees. Often where their browsing occurs within sites of unrestricted
stock and vehicle access, pohutukawa forest is in danger of becoming locally extinct. It does remain common over
large parts of its range, a situation being greatly improved by the efforts of people encouraged by the national
coordination of Project Crimson  a non profit organisation set up to protect, enhance and/or establish pohutukawa
forest, as well as promote the species use, and its conservation.
*Attribution:
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by: P.J. de Lange (4 January 2004). Description adapted from Allan (1961).
References and further reading:
Allan, H.H. 1961: Flora of New Zealand. Vol. I. Wellington, Government Printer.
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=975
© 2014 New Zealand Plant Conservation Network

Myoporum laetum
Common Name(s):
Ngaio
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. Three Kings, North and South Islands. Also on the Chatham
Islands where scarce and probably naturalised.
Habitat:
Coastal to lowland forest, sometimes well inland (in Hawkes Bay,
Rangataiki and Wairarapa). Often uncommon over large parts of its
range.
Features*:
Decumbent shrub, shrub, or small tree up to 10 m tall and in
decumbent forms 24 m across. Trunk to 0.3 m diam. Bark light grey
to brown, thick and corky, firm, persistent, rough and furrowed.
Branches stout, spreading. Leaf buds dark brown, purpleblack to
almost black, very sticky. Petioles flattened up to 300 mm long.
Leaves somewhat fleshy, yellowgreen to green, conspicuously white
to yellow glandspotted, (40)100120 x (10)3040 mm, lanceolate,
oblonglanceolate, oblong to obovate, acute to acuminate, margins
crenulateserrulate in upper half to third, margins sinuate to plain.
Flowers in 26flowered axillary cymes. Peduncles up to 15 mm long.
Calyxteeth 2 mm, narrowlanceolate, acuminate. Corolla
campanulate, white, purplespotted, 5lobed, lobes hairy on upper
surface. Stamens 4. Fruit a narrowovoid drupe, 69 mm long, white or
pale to dark reddishpurple.
Flowering:

October  January

Caption: Awhitu, Auckland region
Photographer: John Sawyer

Fruiting:

December  June

Threats:
Not threatened. However, in some parts of the country such as urban
Auckland, Wellington and along portions of the Kaikoura coast hybrid
swams involving Tasmanian boobialla (Myoporum insulare sens. lat.)
are common. The widespread planting of Tasmanian boobialla, or
hybrids poses a risk to ngaio in places where it is not common.

Caption: Otago Peninsula
Photographer: John Barkla

*Attribution:
Fact Sheet prepared for the NZPCN by: P.J. de Lange (22 April 2011). Description based on Allan (1961)
References and further reading:
Allan, H.H. 1961: Flora of New Zealand. Vol. I. Wellington, Government Printer.
Brooker, S. G., Cambie, R. C. and R. C. Cooper (1998). New Zealand Medicinal Plants. Reed: Auckland.
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=992
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Olearia paniculata
Common Name(s):
Akiraho, golden akeake
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Threats:
Not Threatened
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1058

Caption: Waiua
Photographer: Simon Walls

Caption: In cultivation. June
2005.
Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe
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Phormium tenax
Common Name(s):
flax, harakeke, korari (maori name for inflorescence).
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Indigenous to New Zealand and Norfolk Island. A broad
circumscription has been adopted here  many botanists feel that
plants from the Chatham Islands could be distinguished at species rank
from the mainland New Zealand species, other distinctive variants
occur on the Three Kings and outer Hauraki Gulf Islands, and along
the Kaikoura coast. Norfolk Island plants though uniform differ in
subtle ways from the New Zealand forms of P. tenax. Further study
into this variation is underway.

Caption: Phormium tenax
Photographer: Wayne Bennett

Habitat:
Common from lowland and coastal areas to montane forest, usually but
not exclusively, in wetlands and in open ground along riversides.
Features:
Stout liliaceous herb, 15(6) m tall. Leaves numerous, arising from
fanlike bases. Individual leaves rather stiff at first, but becoming
decurved, somewhat pendulous or "floppy" in upper half to a third, 13
x 50120 mm, usually bluegrey (glaucous) or dark green, lamina
Caption: Flowers of Phormium
margin, entire, somewhat thickened and pigmented black, dark red,
tenax
pink, yellow or cream. Inflorescence 5(6) m tall, somewhat woody and
Photographer: Wayne Bennett
fleshy when fresh, long persistent, drying charcoal grey or black, with
the fibrous interior becoming progressively more exposed. Peduncle
2030 mm diam., erect, dark greygreen or redgreen, glabrous. Flowers 2550 mm long, tubular, predominantly
dull red but may also be pink or yellow; tips of inner tepals slightly recurved. Ovary erect. Capsules 50100 mm
long, dark green, redgreen or black, trigonous in crosssection, erect, abruptly contract at tip, not twisted, initially
fleshy becoming woody with age, long persistent. Seeds 910 x 45 mm, black, elliptic, flat and platelike, margins
frilled or twisted.
Flowering:

Fruiting:

(September) OctoberNovember (January)

(November) December (March)

Threats:
Not threatened although see the discussion below about flax dieback. This die back phenomenon is characterised by
abnormal yellowing of the leaves and may result in collapse of flax plants or whole populations.
References and further reading:
Boyce, et al. 1951. Preliminary note on yellowleaf disease. NZJ of Science and Technology, 32(3): 7677
Scheele, S. 1997. Insect pests and diseases of harakeke, Manaaki Whenua Press
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2219
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Piper excelsum subsp. excelsum
Common Name(s):
kawakawa, pepper tree
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. North and South Islands. Common from te Paki south to
about Okarito, North Canterbury and Banks Peninsula.
Habitat:
Coastal to lowland (extending up 500 m a.s.l. in warmer parts of the
country). Usually an important understorey species in coastal forest.
Features*:
Small tree to at least 5 m tall; stems erect (occasionally layering), not
notably lenticellate, new shoots redgreen or green (leaf nerves,
petioles and new sterns with reddish colouring), taste peppery; pith of
axes (including rachis of spike) without a mucilage core. Prophyll a
collar to 0.3 (2.2) mm high. Leaf blades submembranous, orbicular,
suborbicular, at vegetative nodes to 100(120) mm diameter, usually
with 58 principal nerves, cordate at base, with a very narrow or
Caption: Lower Hutt. Jul 2013.
closed sinus, occasionally basal lobes overlapping, upper surface of
Photographer: Jeremy Rolfe
blade not bullate; petiole to 40(60) mm long, c.0.4×as long as blade,
the sheath 0.31.0(2)× as long as nonsheathing part, truncate
rounded at apex and not produced there, the nonsheathing part of
petiole to 4.0 mm diameter. Inflorescences solitary or 23 together on
a short (rarely more than 10 mm long) axillary shoot, and (usually
solitary) on the adjacent terminal shoot (occasionally this shoot not
fertile); reduced leaf at apex of fertile shoot with a glabrous petiole and
usually with a green oblong lamina at least 5 mm long, but lamina often
± lacking, especially on terminal fertile shoot. Female inflorescence
erect in flowering and remaining so into fruit, peduncle to c. 1.5 cm
long, spike to 60(100) × c.6 mm diameter, with uniseriate usually 5
10cellular hairs to 0.15 mm long on lower part of bract stalks and
sparingly on rachis, these hairs not obvious on the peduncle just below
Caption: Cathedral Cove,
the lowermost bracts; bracts peltate, bract heads 0.400.75 mm
Coromandel
diameter; flowers at full emergence centred c.1.3 mm apart, emergent
Photographer: John Sawyer
part of ovary ovoid; stigmas 34(5), together c. 1.2 mm diameter.
Male inflorescence erect, spike to c.110 mm long, proximally c.6 mm
diameter, bracts and hairs as in female inflorescence; staminal
filaments c. 0.25 mm long, anthers c.1.00 × 0.75 mm wide. Ripe infructescence c.10 mm diameter; fruitlets
coalescent, sunken apically about the persistent dark stigmas, exocarp and mesocarp orange; seed oblong to slightly
obovoid, apiculate at apex, c.2.0 × 1.5 dark brown, with (3)45(7) broad longitudinal furrows.
Flowering:

August  November

Fruiting:

Throughout the year

Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 30 August 2005. Description based on Gardner (1997).
References and further reading:
de Lange, P.J. 2012: Taxonomic notes on the New Zealand flora: new names in Piper (Piperaceae). New Zealand
Journal of Botany DOI:10.1080/0028825X.2012.708904
Gardner, R.O. 1997: Macropiper (Piperaceae) in the southwest Pacific. New Zealand Journal of Botany 35: 293
307.
Jaramillo, M.A.; Callejas, R; Davidson, C.; Smith, J.F.; Stevens, A.C.; Tepe, E.J. 2008: A phylogeny of the tropical
genus Piper using ITS and the chloroplast intron psbJpetA. Systematic Botany 33: 647660.
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=964
© 2017 New Zealand Plant Conservation Network

Pittosporum crassifolium
Common Name(s):
Karo
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. New Zealand, Great Barrier and North Island. In the North
indigenous from Te Paki south to about White Cliffs, and East Cape.
Widely naturalised further south to Wellington. Naturalised in the
South, Stewart and Chatham Islands. Also naturalised on Norfolk
Island, and in Hawaii.

Caption: Masterton
Photographer: John Barkla

Habitat:
Coastal and offshore islands. Favouring steep slopes, cliff faces, boudler
beaches, rock stacks and the margins of petrel burrowed land.
Sometimes forms major canopy dominant on offshore islands, and on
occasion can be a significant component of dune forest. Often an urban
weed because its fruits/seeds are avidly taken by indigenous and
exotic birds and dispersed widely.
Features*:
Gynodioecious shrubs to small trees 110 m tall. Trunk stout, grey
black. often distinctly lenticillate. Branches and branchlets erect, dark
greyblack or brown, immature branchlets densely invested in grey
Caption: Meola Reef, Westmere,
white or white tomentum, this maturing black. Leaves alternate,
Auckland
usually densely crowded toward branch and branchlet apices. Petioles
Photographer: John Sawyer
414 x 13 mm, greywhite to greyblack tomentose. Leaves 30100 x
1030 mm, obovate to oblanceolate, apices obtuse to acute, base
attenuate, margins entire, both surfaces densely white, greywhite or brown tomentose when young, soon glabrate
above but remainly densely covered in dirty white or greywhite, appressed tomentum beneath, very coriaceous,
margins thickened and often strongly revolute, surfaces often blistered with insect galls. Flowers in terminal 110
flowered fascicles; pedicels 650 mm, accrescent in fruit, tomentose, subtended by a whorl of leaves and numerous,
315 mm long, caducous, browntomentose, ciliate bud scales. Sepals 711 x 1.53 mm, oblong to linearlanceolate,
acute, greyishwhite, dirty white or brown tomentose on outer surfaces, inner surface only toward the middle,
margins ciliate. Petals 1016 x 35 mm, oblanceolate to lanceolate, subacute, free to base, recurved at apices, dark
red, purple, yellow, pink or white; stamens 59 mm long, anthers 13 x 0.51.5 mm, sagittiform to ellipticoblong.
Ovary 36 x 25 mm, white or greywhite tomentose; style 32.5 mm long, stigma capitate or 3lobed truncate.
Capsules woody, 1030 x 1030 mm, (2)3(4)valved, woody, trigonous, sometimes 24lobed
Flowering:

August  October

Fruiting:

September  August (Old fruits persist on trees)

Threats:
Not Threatened. However, the fruits are eaten by rats, and on rodent infested offshore islands this species rarely
regenerates.
*Attribution:
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 30 August 2006. Description adapted from Cooper (1956).
References and further reading:
Cooper, R.C. 1956: The Australian and New Zealand species of Pittosporum. Annals of the Missouri Botanical
Garden 43: 87188
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1133
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Pittosporum tenuifolium
Common Name(s):
Kohukohu, kohuhu, black matipo
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic and widespread throughout country.
Habitat:
A small tree of coastal to montane shrubland and forested habitats.
Preferring successional habitats.

Caption: Pittosporum tenuifolium
in flower Dunedin
Photographer: John Barkla

Features*:
Shrub or small gynodioecious tree up to 10 m tall (usually much less).
Trunk 0.30.4(0.6) m diam., stout, clad in dark greyblack or brown
persistent bark. Branches numerous, erect then spreading. Branchlets
and young leaves pubescent, hairs pale yellow or cream. Petioles short,
somewhat fleshy. Leaves alternate, (10)30(70) x (5)10(20) mm,
leathery, palegreen to dark green above, lighter below, oblong,
oblongovate or ellipticobovate, apex obtuse to acute, rarely
acuminate, margins entire, often undulose. Flowers solitary or in
axillary cymes, rather fragrant, especially at night. Pedicels stout, pale
green, fleshy, bracts entire, lanceolate, caducous. Sepals narrowly
ovateoblong, subacute to obtuse, silky hairy. Petals 12 mm long,
lanceolate, dark red, black (rarely yellow or white). Capsules 2valved
(rarely 3), subglobose, valves woody, black when mature, long
persistent. Seeds immersed in sticky, red or yellow viscid pulp.
Flowering:

Fruiting:

October  November (December)

January  March

Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:
Fact sheet prepared for NZPCN by P.J. de Lange 10 January 2004.
Description adapted from Allan (1961).

Caption: Quail Island
Photographer: John Barkla

References and further reading:
Allan, H.H. 1961: Flora of New Zealand. Vol. I. Wellington, Government Printer
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1139

© 2016 New Zealand Plant Conservation Network

Pseudopanax arboreus
Common Name(s):
Fivefinger, five finger, whauwhaupaku
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic. Widespread (though rare in Central Otago). North and South
Islands
Habitat:
Coastal to montane (10750 m a.s.l.). Moist broadleaf forest.
Frequently epiphytic. A frequent component of secondary forest.
Streamsides and forest margins.
Features*:
Us. Dioecious. Small multibranched tree to 8 m tall, branches and
branchlets brittle. Leaves alternate, leaflets 57 (us. 5), palmate.
Petioles c. 1520 cm long, sheathing branchlet at base. Petiolules c. 35
cm long, pale green. Leaflets obovateoblong to oblongcuneate, thinly
coriaceous, coarsely serratedentate, acute or acuminate to obtuse;
midveins and main lateral veins obvious above and below; teminal
lamina 1020 x 47 cm. Inflorescence and panicle, terminal,
compound; flowers usually unisexual; 820 primary rays (branchlets),
up to 10 cm long; 1520 secondary rays; umbellules with 1015
flowers in each. Calyx truncate or obscurely 5toothed; flowers c. 5
mm diam., sweetscented; petals 5, white to pink flushed, ovate to
triangular, acute; stamens 5, obvious, filaments c. = petals; ovary 2
loculed, each containing 1(2) ovules; style branches 2, spreading. Fruit
fleshy, 58 mm diam., style branches retained on an apical disc, very
dark purple, laterally compressed. Seeds 2(3) per fruit, wrinkled, 36
mm long.
Flowering:

June to August

Caption: Pseudopanax arboreus
Photographer: Wayne Bennett

Fruiting:

August to February

Threats:
Not Threatened. In places the petiolules of Pseudopanax arboreus
(and other fleshyleaved Pseudopanax species) are a conspicuous
element of possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) diet and the forest floor
can become littered with discarded leaflets.
*Attribution:
Description adapted from Allan (1961) and Webb and Simpson (2001).
References and further reading:
Allan, H.H. 1961. Flora of NZ, Vol. I. Government Printer, Wellington
Webb, C.J. & Simpson, M.J.A. 2001. Seeds of NZ gymnosperms and
dicotyledons. Manuka Press, Christchurch.
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=1194

Caption: Flowers of Pseudopanax
arboreus
Photographer: Wayne Bennett
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Veronica stricta var. stricta
Common Name(s):
koromiko
Current Threat Status (2012):
Not Threatened
Distribution:
Endemic to the North and northern South Island. Somewhat local in
the far North, otherwise common and widespread in the North Island.
Only locally common in the northern South Island.
Habitat:
Common in successional habitats from coastal areas to lower montane
habitats.

Caption: Rotorua, February
Photographer: John Smith
Dodsworth

Features*:
Shrub or small tree (1)2(4) m tall. Branchlets finely pubescent. Stem
internodes longer than stem diameter. Leaf bud without sinus. Leaves,
spreading, 50100(120) mm, dull green to yellowgreen (not glossy),
lanceolate, linearlanceolate, somewhat leathery, apex often
acuminate, leaf margin usually entire, occasionally toothed.
Inflorescence lateral, racemose, much longer than leaves, drooping,
sometimes spiraled, all parts except flower finely pubescent. Flowers
sweetly (sometimes over powerfully so) scented, lilac, mauve or white.
Corolla tube 6 mm, exceeding calyx, narrow, cylindric, lobes rounded.
Capsules < 5 mm long, pendent, all parts pubescent.
Flowering:

(July) August (October)
but flowering can also
occur sporadically
throughout the year

Fruiting:

(September) November (
January) but seed capsules
may be found throughout
the year

Caption: Rotorua, February
Photographer: John Smith
Dodsworth

Threats:
Not Threatened
*Attribution:
Fact Sheet Prepared by P.J. de Lange (1 February 2005). Description based on Allan (1961)  see also Bayly &
Kellow (2006)
References and further reading:
Allan, H.H. 1961: Flora of New Zealand. Vol. I, Wellington, Government Printer
Bayly M. and Kellow A. 2006. An Illustrated Guide to New Zealand Hebes.Te Papa Press: Wellington
Thorsen, M. J.; Dickinson, K. J. M.; Seddon, P. J. 2009. Seed dispersal systems in the New Zealand flora.
Perspectives in Plant Ecology, Evolution and Systematics 11: 285309
For more information, visit:
http://nzpcn.org.nz/flora_details.asp?ID=2009
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