Coprosma lucida

COMMON NAMES
karamd, shining karamu

BIOSTATUS
Native — Endemic taxon

CURRENT CONSERVATION STATUS
2023 | Not Threatened
Jump to previous conservation statuses

CATEGORY
Vascular

STRUCTURAL CLASS
Trees & Shrubs - Dicotyledons

SIMPLIFIED DESCRIPTION

Tall shrub with green stems and glossy green pairs of leaves. Leaves
12-17cm long, oval, tapering to leaf stem and tip, main vein pale and
causing a ridge on the upper and lower surface of leaf. Small colourless
point on stem between bases of leaf pairs. Fruit red, in clusters.

FLOWER COLOURS
Green, White

GENUS
Coprosma

FAMILY
Rubiaceae

AUTHORITY
Coprosma lucida J.R.Forst. et G.Forst.

SYNONYMS
Coprosma australis (Richard) Robinson, Ronabea australis Richard,
Coprosma grandifolia Hook.f.

ENDEMIC TAXON
Yes

ENDEMIC GENUS
No

ENDEMIC FAMILY
No

WETLAND PLANT INDICATOR STATUS RATING
FACU: Facultative Upland

Occasionally is a hydrophyte but usually occurs in uplands (non-wetlands).

ETYMOLOGY

Coprosma lucida. Photographer: Keir Morse,
Licence: CC BY-NC.

Stipule. Stokes Valley, Lower Hutt.
Photographer: Jeremy R. Rolfe, Date taken:
05/06/2006, Licence: CC BY.

coprosma: From the Greek kopros ‘dung’ and osme ‘smell’, referring to the foul smell of the species, literally ‘dung

smell’
lucida: Shining

MANAAKI WHENUA ONLINE INTERACTIVE KEY
Key to Coprosma species of New Zealand



https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/tools-and-resources/identification/key-to-coprosma-species-of-new-zealand/

NVS CODE
COPLUC

CHROMOSOME NUMBER
2n =44

PREVIOUS CONSERVATION STATUSES
2017 | Not Threatened

2012 | Not Threatened

2009 | Not Threatened

2004 | Not Threatened

Jump to current conservation status

REGIONAL CONSERVATION STATUSES

Auckland: 2025 | Regionally Not Threatened | Qualifiers: DPS, DPT Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Auckland conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation status of vascular plant species in Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland” Simpkins E et al. (2025) report.
Otago: 2025 | Regionally Not Threatened Help

The regional threat classification system leverages off the national assessments in the NZTCS, providing
information relevant for the regional context. Otago conservation status information is sourced from the
“Conservation Status of Indigenous Vascular Plants in Otago, 2025” Jarvie S et al. (2025) report.
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