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2024 NZPCN2024 NZPCN  
Biennial ConferenceBiennial Conference

6th - 9th October 
Forum North, Whangārei



 

Sunday 6th: Workshops and Welcome function

Monday 7th: Welcome and symposia

Tuesday 8th: Symposia, NZPCN AGM, 21st Celebration

Dinner, Awards event and charity auction

Wednesday 9th: Field trips

Programme at a glance

Conference Theme
Ka mua, ka muri - Walking backwards into the
future. The past, present, and future of plant
conservation in NZ.

Session themes
-The next frontiers of plant conservation
-Lessons from the past
-Plant conservation in a changing climate
-Engagement and education
-Threatened plant conservation
-Restoration

Conference enquires to: nzpcnconference@gmail.com 



Registration and other info
Early Bird Registration: $290 Includes both conference days 7th
& 8th October, and NZPCN 21st celebration dinner. Early bird
registration closes on 31st July and registrations close on 31
August. Part registrations and student pricing see website.
Register here 

Student support: We have places for students to get free
registration if they present at the conference. Please get in
touch if you are interested.

Venue: Forum North, 7 Rust Avenue, Whangārei 

Meals: 21st celebration dinner included in conference
registration. Lunches, morning tea, and afternoon tea provided
for symposia days.

Accomodation: Self arranged. There is a wide range of
accommodation in the vicinity of the venue, due to its central
location. More information is available on the NZPCN website.

Transport: Conference venue is within walking distance of most
in town accomodation. Whangārei also has a bus network. 

The airport is a short distance from the centre city. Shuttles are
avaialable to book.

Transport for field trips is included is fully organised as part of
the trip. Most workshops are within walking distance of the
conference venue. 

NZPCN Membership and AGM: Attendees are encouraged to
join NZPCN as a member, and take part in the AGM which will
be held on the Tuesday of the conference. See NZPCN website
for membership info.

https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/nzpcn/events/
https://citylinkwhangarei.co.nz/
https://www.whangareibus.co.nz/airport-shuttle.html
https://www.whangareibus.co.nz/airport-shuttle.html


Fieldtrips and Other events
Sunday night mix and mingle.
When: 6:00pm - 9:00pm, Sunday6th October Where: ForumNorth
Cost: $25
Come and catch up with fellow plant conservations and enjoy a drink and nibbles. Nibbles and first
drink included, cash bar available.

21st celebration dinner
When: 6:00pm - 10:00pm, Tuesday8th October Where: Forum North
Cost: Included in registration
Enjoy a night of celebration with a dinner celebrating 21 years of NZPCN. Take time to appreciate on
all the work that has been done and support future conservation with the charity auction.We will also
use this as an opportunity to acknowledge our conservation heroes with the NZPCN awards.Dinner
and event included in the registration fee.

Hikurangi Swamp Field Trip
When: 9:00am - 5:00pm, Wednesday 9th October Where: Leaving from CBD
Cost: $20 Numbers: 40
Hikurangi Swamp is a relic of one of New Zealand’s largest wetlands. Explore a mosaic of wetland
types, including sedgelands and alluvial forest that host of diversity of uncommon plants in the north.
This site is well known for its unnamed Hebe aff. bishopiana, a seriously threatened plant, and also a
large population of heart-leaved kōhūhū (Pittosporum obcordatum) and many other divaricating
species.

Parihaka Field Trip
When: 9:00am - 1:30pm, Wednesday 9th October Where: Leaving from CBD
Cost: $10 Numbers: 40
A half day field trip to the hills of Parihaka, 10 minutes from the town basin. Enjoy Northland’s riparian
forest, with kauri forest and gumlands on the ridges. The riparian habitat hosts interesting plants
including the threatened daisy Leptinella tenella, several forms of toropapa (Alseuosmia banksii) and
the upper North Island endemic fern (Loxsoma cunninghamii), as well as good communities of
bryophytes and lichens.An interesting range of orchids is known from the slopes of Parihaka.

Pipiwai Field Trip
When: 9:00am - 5:00pm, Wednesday 9th October Where: Leaving from CBD
Cost: $20 Numbers: This field trip is now full
Spend the day with local tāngata whenua in the threatened gumlands and alluvial forest of Pipiwai, a
large tract of Northland vegetation on private land seldom explored. Walk through extensive
gumfields in orchid season and drop into a relict alluvial forest with very interesting northern records
including, mānatu (Plagianthus regius subsp. regius), kōwhai (Sophora microphylla) and the northern
limit of Fuchsia perscandens.

Motu Matakohe/Limestone Island
When: 9:00pm - 4:00pm, Wednesday 9th October Where: Leaving from CBD
Cost: $20 Numbers: 24
Enjoy this great example of ecological island restoration, 37 hectares of pest free island located in the
Whangārei Harbour with kiwi (Apteryx mantelli) and other once locally extinct species reintroduced.
Once an important Māori pā site and later one of Whangārei’s earliest industrial sites, this island
eventually degenerated into degraded pasture. However, thanks to restoration efforts, it is now a
functioning coastal broadleaf forest ecosystem.



Workshops
Plant identification - Wetland plants
When: 9:30am - 12:00pm, Sunday 6th October Where: Northland Regional Council
Cost: $10 Numbers: This workshop is now full
Join Paul Champion and Lisa Forrester to learn to identify some of the many incredible plants that
call Northland’s wetlands home.

Plant identification - Orchids
When: 1:30pm - 4:00pm, Sunday 6th October Where: Northland Regional Council
Cost: $10 Numbers: This workshop is now full
Northland has a large and exciting orchid flora. Join Bill Campbell and Matt Ward to learn about the
key groups that make up the flora and how to identify a few species found across this region.

Rongoa
When: 1:30pm - 4:00pm, Sunday 6th October Where: Northland Regional Council
Cost: $10 Numbers: This workshop is now full
Plants have been an important part of human wellbeing in Aotearoa for hundreds of years. Learn
about some of the key ways our native plants are utilised in health and wellbeing in the past, the
present and going forward.

Biosecurity
When: 9:30am - 12:00pm, Sunday 6th October Where: Northland Regional Council 
Cost: $10 Numbers: 25
Join NRC Biodiversity specialist Sara Brill for this workshop focusing on common weeds in Northland
and many other parts of New Zealand. It uses live plants to help in identifying features of the species.
It will include some less well known weedy species of concern to our native flora. Participants will be
able to recognise these species, understand control methods and be able to find information on what
to use to control them. Being able to find this information, even in the field is practiced. This will
assist in the ongoing active protection of our native flora.

Science communication
When: 1:30pm - 4:00pm, Sunday 6th October Where: Northland Regional Council 
Cost: $10 Numbers: 20
What’s the point of knowing everything you do about native plants if you can’t share it with the world?
Join Science communicator TaylorDavies-Colley to learnsome simple toolsin developing and creating
engaging stories and content to get everyone excited and caring about your favourite botanical
treasures.

Bryophytes and Lichen
When: 9:30am - 12:00pm, Sunday 6th October Where: Meet at Mair Park carpark
Cost: $10 Numbers: This workshop is now full
Join Marley Ford to get to know more about these often-overlooked groups of the flora.Enjoy a walk
through a local forest area and learn more about the bryophyte and lichen species present and how
to identify them.

iNaturalist
When: 1:30pm - 4:00pm, Sunday 6th October Where: Northland Regional Council
Cost: $10 Numbers: 20
iNaturalist is the world’s largest community science project. Come along and learn some tricks to get
the most out of this powerful tool that can be utilised in plant conservation, battling weeds, and much
more.



Hundertwasser Art Centre – The Hundertwasser Art Centre with Wairau Māori Art
Gallery is situated at 81 Dent St Whangārei, although the main entrance is via the Town
Basin, on the banks of the Hātea River, beside the marina. A newly established iconic
Whangarei building, featuring a rooftop garden with many rare and threatened native
plant species found only in Northland. Admission fee applies.

Mt Parihaka – The summit of these forested slopes provides a fantastic lookout over
Whangarei city by day and by night. Explore the Dobbie Track, which meanders down
through bush to Mair Park and the Hatea River. Access is via Riverside Drive and
Memorial Drive, and there is a short walk to the summit now due to a major slip closing
the road to vehicular traffic before the main carpark. A range of habitats and species can
be seen here including kauri forest and gumlands.

AH Reed Memorial Park - The A H Reed Memorial Park is a magnificent remnant of the
original Northland kauri forest. Maturing kauri trees known to be at least 500 years old
can be easily viewed close up from a raised walkway through the forest canopy. Wai
Koromiko Stream runs through the middle of the park and the Paranui Falls, at over 23m
high, are well worth a visit. Parking on Whareora Road or Clapham Road.

Botanica Whangārei - Botanica Whangārei is a horticultural complex where the public
can enjoy a wide range of plants, including a native fernery. In the complex, you can enjoy
the colourful and exotic palms, orchids, bizarre cacti and succulents, fragrant subtropical
plants, native ferns and filmy ferns. Admission is free, and the complex is accessible for
wheelchairs. Parking is available on First Avenue or in the Forum North carpark through
Cafler Park and over the footbridge. An easy walk from the conference venue.

Whangārei Quarry Gardens - Whangārei Quarry Gardens is a subtropical oasis created
by volunteers in the remnants of a former quarry. The Gardens are open to the public and
feature a plethora of New Zealand native and exotic plant species. Admission is by gold
coin donation, with all proceeds used to purchase plants and equipment. On-site parking
is available at the Whangārei Quarry Gardens, which are accessed via Russell Road.
Further afield

Whangārei Heads – Whangārei Heads contains some of the finest examples of coastal
forest remaining in Northland at Bream Head. At the heads Mt Manaia and Peach Cove
walks host great views of the forest and surrounding coast. These two challenging walks,
both about an hour’s drive from Whangārei, are situated towards the Heads/Ocean Beach
and offer a coastal broadleaf forest perspective. They are home to several threatened
species and species unique to that particular environment.  

Puketi Forest – There are a number of easily accessible walks in the Puketi Forest,
ranging from short walks on a boardwalk through to long trails for the more adventurous.
Mostly kauri forest, this is situated about an hour north of Whangarei by road and is well
worth a visit. 

Other things to do in Whangārei



Waipoua Kauri Forest - Waipoua, and the adjoining forests of Mataraua and Waima, make
up the largest remaining tract of native forest in Northland. A number of walks remain
open to the public, including the short Tane Mahuta Walk to see the largest known living
kauri tree in New Zealand and the Te Matua Ngahere Walk to the second largest kauri tree.
The forest is a botanical wonderland, situated on SH 12 about 80 minutes drive from
Whangārei. Trounson Kauri Park is situated close by.

Lake Ohia Scientific Reserve – Lake Ohia is a mixture of gumland scrub and wetlands and
contains a number of threatened plants, including several that are Nationally Critical. It is
also home to at least 36 native orchid taxa, some of which have yet to be formally
described. The easiest access tracks are on Inland Road, Lake Ohia Road and Tahanga
Road, which are about two hours north of Whangarei via SH 10. Depending on timing, a
volunteer guide may be available.

Te Paki/Kapowairua/Spirits Bay – This is a day trip from Whangarei, being situated at least
four hours north by road. Mostly gumland scrub, some tracks worth checking out are the
Earth Wall Track on Spirits Bay Road (not signposted) and the Pandora Track on SH north
of Waitiki Landing. If you have the time a walk up the coastal walkway at
Kapowairua/Spirits Bay to the Waitahora Lagoon and across should reveal some species
not normally encountered, including at least two that have a Threatened - Nationally
Critical status.   

Other things to do in Northland

Thanks to our sponsors and
supporters


