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NZPCN 2024 conference 
Taylor Davies-Colley, Bill Campbell, Marley Ford

In the midst of a cold July, we can 
easily say we are really looking 
forward to spending some time in the 
tropical north come October. There is 
now less than 2.5 months before the 
conference, with early bird registra-
tions closing at the end of the month, 
and all registrations closing the end of 
August.

Some field trips and workshops have 
now completely booked out, but there 
are still a number of excellent options 
if you are thinking about coming 
along. 

The conference will be headlined by 
four great keynote speakers. Geoff Davidson will be speaking about the Native Forest 
Restoration Trust’s legacy of protecting forests across the motu for more than 40 years. 
Staunch advocate for conservation and Northland, Dean Baigent-Mercer will speak to 
work being done to protect Northland’s special native ecosystems. 2022 NZPCN Indi-
vidual Involved in Plant Conservation award winner Lisa Forester will talk about 
some of the incredible work done in Northland to protect its unique wetland ecosys-
tems, and Taoho Patuawa will speak about threatened native plant conservation. 

A huge thanks to our conference sponsors Wildland Consultants and Northland 
Regional Council. Both these organisations have a legacy of plant conservation in 
Northland and across Aotearoa, so it is great to have them supporting the conference. 
Their support is enabling us to make this conference as accessible and exciting as 
possible. 

We are still on the lookout for sponsors with a range of options to suit. If you or your 
business wants to support the conference, please get in touch to discuss.

We are looking forward to hearing from up and coming plant conservationists with 
our student registration programme. We still have two free registrations available for 
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students who wish to present their work at the conference. Please get in touch if this sounds like you or 
someone you know. This offer ends at the end of July.

As with previous conferences we will be holding an auction to raise funds for the David Given 
Threatened Plant Scholarship and the John Sawyer Threatened Plant Endowment Fund. We are still 
seeking donations of items to be auctioned off to raise money for these worthy funds. Anything helps, 
so if you or your business would like to support plant conservation in this way please get in touch. 

Follow this link to see a full overview of conference information, which we will be emailing out to 
registrants as well.

Register for the conference here https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/nzpcn/events/. 

Please get in touch with conference organising committee lead Taylor Davies-Colley at 
nzpcnconference@gmail.com with any enquiries or offers of support. We look forward to seeing you 
all in Whangārei in October.

Why we don’t include tag-name (putative) species on the NZPCN website and how 
to find out more about them. 

Jane Gosden, Alex Fergus, Rowan Hindmarsh-Walls

Putative species, more commonly referred to as tag-name plants, are indigenous plants that field bot-
anists or taxonomists suspect are different to any existing named plants. These tag-name plants 
typically appear to be different species but have not been studied by systematists or taxonomists. 
Therefore, they could be considered a working taxonomic hypothesis. Over time, some of these poten-
tially distinct entities are each given a ‘tag’ name which acts as a surrogate botanical name and can help 
provide consistency of identification until they are properly studied. Tag-names applied to these 
putative species are commonly associated with the area the entity was found in or a distinctive feature 
of its morphology. Sometimes tag-named plants are given a threat status before they are properly 
studied and named, as these plants frequently have very small populations or occupy threatened 
habitats. Having a threat status represents a conservative approach to avoid potential extinction before 
the proper taxonomic work is done. Although some tag-named plants might eventually be incorpor-
ated into another species concept, it is thought better to take a cautious approach when it comes to 
plant conservation.

The New Zealand Plant Conservation Network (NZPCN) does not produce factsheets for tag-name 
plants because there is sometimes disagreement between field botanists, systematists and taxonomists 
about which ones are likely to be classified as distinct entities. Without a foundation of taxonomic 
research these arguments are anchorless; similarly, without a taxonomic description to refer to, it 
would be difficult to complete a factsheet for a tag-name species. Furthermore, as these tag-name 
plants are essentially untested hypotheses the NZPCN does not want to produce material that could be 
misused as a publication on the tag-name species before the proper taxonomic research is undertaken.

Although tag-names can be useful for identifying species groups where more taxonomic research is 
required and to highlight potential conservation issues, they have complications. For example, 
problems with tag names include:
• Multiple tag-names being applied to the same entity. 
• Tag-names being applied indiscriminately leading to the number of plant species in New Zealand 

being artificially inflated.
• Tag-name concepts being taken uncritically, thereby creating a species without conducting the 

proper taxonomic research.
• Suspicion about their veracity that could undermine their use in, for example, district and regional 

plans or in Environment Court proceedings.

https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/site/assets/files/0/77/074/nzpcn_conference_2024_info_pdf.pdf
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/site/assets/files/0/77/074/nzpcn_conference_2024_info_pdf.pdf
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/nzpcn/events/
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For conservation practitioners the existence of tag-name plants and the lack of resources to scientific-
ally describe them, creates a bit of a conundrum. How do you find and identify the plants without 
knowing what to look for? Fortunately, some resources do exist to help narrow down what you’re 
looking for when it comes to tag-name species. The New Zealand Threat Classification System lists 
tag-name species in their publications and for plants these will be accompanied by a herbarium 
specimen number. This herbarium number is there as a placeholder for the tag-name to say, “this is 
what we mean by tag-name x,” much like the role of a type specimen for a fully named species. 
Searching for the herbarium specimen number in the relevant herbarium database will provide more 
information on what to look out for in the wild. You can search the Allan Herbarium (CHR) database 
here, the Wellington Herbarium (WELT) here, and the Auckland herbarium (AK) here.

Some publications have also listed and described tag-name plant species. For example, Conserving the 
plants of eastern South Island limestone Ngā tipu ō te pākeho lists the tag-name species because the 
existence of so many other limestone plants is precarious. Likewise, trawling through old Botanical 
Society Journal articles can also provide rudimentary descriptions of some tag-name plants. Botanical 
Society Journal articles can be found here. Lastly, some NZPCN species factsheets contain a discussion 
of tag-name species under the “Similar taxa” or “Taxonomic notes” sections. For example, the factsheet 
for the fern Christella dentata contains a discussion of a “geothermal race.”

As research is completed on tag-name plants in New Zealand, the NZPCN taxonomic subcommittee 
will assess the research publications and add species to the NZPCN factsheet pages as new species are 
formally recognised and published. For example, in 2023 five new species of woolly heads (Craspedia), 
that had previously been treated as tag-name entities, had names published as part of taxonomic 
research and were recognised by NZPCN and given their own factsheets.

New predator control tool goes online
Keith Lyons (LyonsK@landcareresearch.co.nz)

A new online tool that enables smarter decision-making on predator control has just been launched. 

The free simulation tool TrapSim Plus (trapsimplus.landcareresearch.co.nz) will help land managers 
and communities compare scenarios in planning and designing ground-based predator control and 
eradication strategies. 

The development of the user-friendly computer model, funded by BioHeritage National Science 
Challenge, is the culmination of four years of collaboration between wildlife and social scientists at 
Manaaki Whenua Landcare Research and the University of Canterbury. By simulating real-world 
situations to show the likely outcomes from different control methods, users can work out the cost and 
benefits of each approach, says project leader, Dr Chris Jones, a wildlife biologist at Manaaki Whenua. 
“We know that all predator control initiatives nationwide, with limited resources, face the challenge of 
choosing which control methods and how much effort to use.”

https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/science-and-technical/nztcs22entire.pdf
https://scd.landcareresearch.co.nz/
https://collections.tepapa.govt.nz/topic/2005
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/discover/collections/about/natural-sciences/botany
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337428599_Conserving_the_plants_of_eastern_South_Island_limestone_Nga_tipu_o_te_pakeho
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/337428599_Conserving_the_plants_of_eastern_South_Island_limestone_Nga_tipu_o_te_pakeho
https://bts.nzpcn.org.nz/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/christella-dentata/
https://trapsimplus.landcareresearch.co.nz/
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“One of the advantages of TrapSim Plus is that users can compare different regimes, such as combina-
tions of devices, taking into account factors such as the type of predator targeted, the level of previous 
control and the duration of the programme. The model adds scientific rigour to any decision about 
how to best invest resources to maximise the effectiveness of predator control.

“Another advantage is that while science under-
pins the model, users don’t need to be scientists 
or know about wildlife modelling to use 
TrapSim Plus, says Jones. “The online practical 
tool is easy to use, and it can be used by non-ex-
perts for local, community projects as well as 
larger-scale operations to compare the relative 
costs and effectiveness of different predator 
control programmes.”

Jones says TrapSim Plus not only shows the cost 
to achieve a specific project goal, but it can also 
be used by predator control projects or funders 
to estimate what is realistically achievable given 
the level of funding available. The model can rank each option, show how much effort is required to 
control target species, and the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of each option.  “The tool isn’t designed 
to predict the exact number of individual predators remaining after a control programme. But it does 
help understand a system and gives insight when comparing the relative effectiveness of approaches, 
which ultimately helps guide managers and communities in their decision-making.”

TrapSim Plus can be used by landowners and land managers, trapping groups, community predator-
control groups, mainland sanctuaries, forest regeneration projects, conservation organisations and 
schools.

With the ambitious quest to rid New Zealand of seven mammalian predators by 2050, the new tool can 
be used to plan predator control initiatives as well as fine-tune operations aimed at reducing possums, 
rats, stoats, ferrets and weasels. 

TrapSim Plus (trapsimplus.landcareresearch.co.nz)

Contact: TrapSimPlus@landcareresearch.co.nz

NZPCN Plant Conservation 2024 Awards
Sarah Beadel (sarah.beadel@wildlands.co.nz) 

We are calling for nominations for the prestigious New Zealand Plant Conservation Network Awards 
2024. The purpose of these awards is to acknowledge outstanding contributions to native plant conser-
vation in Aotearoa/New Zealand. 

Award categories are: 
• Individual 
• School 
• Council 
• Community 
• Plant Nursery 
• Young Plant Conservationist of the Year (under 18 years at 30 June 2024) 

The nomination form is available from the Network website here https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/
publications/documents/2024-nzpcn-awards-nomination-form/

https://trapsimplus.landcareresearch.co.nz/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/publications/documents/2024-nzpcn-awards-nomination-form/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/publications/documents/2024-nzpcn-awards-nomination-form/
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We look forward to receiving your nominations; and encourage you to make multiple nominations 
under different categories. Anyone is eligible to make nominations, not just Network members.

Nominations close on Friday 23 August 2024. Please email your nominations to Sarah.
Beadel@wildlands.co.nz. 

These prestigious awards will be presented at the 2024 NZPCN Conference Awards Event on the 
evening of Tuesday 8 October at Forum North, Whangārei. Winners will be informed in advance and 
each will get a pair of complimentary tickets to the evening.

U P CO M I N G E V E N TS
If you have events or news that you would like publicised via this newsletter please email the Network 
(info@nzpcn.org.nz), prior to the published copy deadline, with details of meetings, field trips or other 
events taking place during the following month or later. The deadline for copy for the following 
month’s Trilepidea is at the top of the front page of each issue.

If you intend to participate in one of the advertised botanical society meetings or field trips please 
check with the relevant society beforehand to confirm that the published details still stand. 

World Green Infrastructure Congress 2024

Nature is critical infrastructure in a city and we need to be using nature based solutions to help our 
cities be healthier, greener and full of biodiversity. The University of Auckland, Waipapa Taumata 
Rau, in collaboration with Design for Nature and the World Green Infrastructure Network are 
excited to be welcoming over 100 speakers to the World Green Infrastructure Congress 2024 which 
will be held in Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland New Zealand, 3–5 September.

Conference themes are:
• Urban Strategies, Policy and Regulation

• Environment and biodiversity

• Technology and innovation

• Built environment and urban form

• Building neighbourhoods that help communities thrive and create a sense of place.

For more information check out: www.wgic2024.org and register by 26 August.

http://www.wgic2024.org/
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Australian Network for Plant Conservation 2024 Australasian Conference

The ANPC is holding the 14th Australasian Plant Conservation Conference (APCC14) in Toowoomba, 
Queensland,13–17 October 2024 at the Oaks Toowoomba Hotel, 25 Annand St, Toowoomba QLD 4350 
Australia.

Early-bird registrations and the Call for Abstracts are now open. As it is an Australasian based confer-
ence, we particularly welcome submissions from our New Zealand colleagues! Direct flights are 
available to Toowoomba from both Brisbane and Sydney.

The overall conference theme ‘From Little Things…’ recognises how the many Little Things that we do – 
in science, land management, and community-based conservation – can grow into the Big Things that 
can save our biodiversity heritage. APCC14 will explore new insights into the recovery of native plants 
after extreme disturbances such as fire and cyclones, the conservation of threatened species and com-
munities, emerging new threats from plant diseases in the wild (including Myrtle Rust), and 
strengthening new and existing networks including the recently established Queensland Threatened 
Plant Network (QTPN) https://www.anpc.asn.au/queensland-threatened-plant-network/.

For more information and to register, please click here https://www.anpc.asn.au/conferences-apcc14/.

Auckland Botanical Society

Meeting: Wednesday 8 August at 7.30pm. Speaker: Dave 
Houston.  Topic: Tawaki research on the Antipodes and Bounty 
Islands. 

Venue: Unitec, School of Natural 
Sciences, 139 Carrington Road, Mt. 
Albert (Gate 4, Building 115, Level 
2, Room 2005).

Field Trip:  Saturday 17 August to Brick Bay Ridge.  See website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/aucklandbotanicalsociety/ for 
further details.

Leader: Maureen Young.  

Waikato Botanical Society

Meeting: Monday 19 August at 6.00pm. Topic: Members’ talks.  Venue: The Link Centre, corner Te 
Aroha Street and River Road, 
Hamilton East.

Rotorua Botanical Society

Field Trip: Sunday 4 August to Waitekohekohe Rec. Park, near 
Thompsons Track, Eastern Kaimais. Meet: Rotorua carpark at 
8.30am or corner of SH2 and Thompsons Track Road at 10.00am. 
Grade: Easy.  

Leaders: Graeme Jane and 
Gael Donaghy, 
email gtjane@kinect.co.nz, 
ph. 07 570 3123.

https://www.anpc.asn.au/conferences-apcc14/
https://visittoowoombaregion.com.au/
https://visittoowoombaregion.com.au/
https://www.oakshotels.com/en/oaks-toowoomba-hotel
https://www.anpc.asn.au/queensland-threatened-plant-network/
https://www.anpc.asn.au/conferences-apcc14/
https://sites.google.com/site/aucklandbotanicalsociety/
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Wellington Botanical Society

Field Trip: Saturday 3 August to Central Park, Brooklyn. Meet: 
Inside the entrance gate to the park at 9.30am. 

Co-Leaders: Lara Shepherd, email 
lara.shepherd@tepapa.govt.nz, ph. 
027 363 5854 and Leon Perrie, 
email leon.perrie@tepapa.govt.nz, 
ph. 027 419 1378.

Meeting/AGM: Monday 19 August at 7.30pm. Speaker: Phil Gar-
nock-Jones, Emeritus Professor, Victoria University of Wellington.  
Topic: Sex, Flowers and Species – Tony Druce Memorial Lecture. 

Venue: Victoria University, 
Wellington, Lecture Theatre M101, 
ground floor Murphy Building, 
west side of Kelburn Parade. 

Nelson Botanical Society

Field Trips/Meetings: Please refer to the website: https://www.nelsonbotanicalsociety.org/trips-meetings.

Canterbury Botanical Society

Field Trips/Meetings: Please refer to the website: https://canterburybotanicalsociety.org.nz/
canterbury-botanical-meetings-field-trips for current details. 

Botanical Society of Otago

Field Trip: Saturday 3 August to Aramoana Ecological Area. Meet: 
Botany Department carpark at 9.00am or at the Aramoana 
Domain at 10.00am. 

Contact: Bradley Curnow, email 
bradleycurnow@yahoo.com.au.

Meeting: Drawing afternoon at the Otago Museum – Workshop 
on Saturday 10 August at 1.00pm. Meet: Atrium Level 1. 

Contact: Gretchen Brownstein, 
email 
brownsteing@landcareresearch.
co.nz, ph. 021 065 8497.

https://www.nelsonbotanicalsociety.org/trips-meetings,
https://canterburybotanicalsociety.org.nz/canterbury-botanical-meetings-field-trips
https://canterburybotanicalsociety.org.nz/canterbury-botanical-meetings-field-trips

