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NZPCN 2024 conference 
Taylor Davies-Colley, Bill Campbell, Marley Ford

The 2024 conference is only a few 
weeks away now and there’s a lot hap-
pening behind the scenes.  
Everything is locked into place for a 
conference that will have something 
for everyone.  Final registrations close 
on Saturday 31 August, so if you’re 
still thinking about coming along you 
need to register very soon to avoid 
missing out.  

Although some field trips and work-
shops are completely full, there are 
several excellent options still available 
if you are thinking about attending. 

The conference will be headlined by 
four great keynote speakers. Geoff Davidson who will be speaking about the Native 
Forest Restoration Trust’s legacy of protecting forests across the motu for more than 
40 years. Staunch advocate for conservation and Northland, Dean Baigent-Mercer 
will speak to work being done to protect Northlands special native ecosystems. 2022 
NZPCN Individual Involved in Plant Conservation award winner Lisa Forester will 
talk about some of the incredible work done in Northland to protect its unique 
wetland ecosystems, and Taoho Patuawa will speak about threatened native plant 
conservation. 

A huge thanks to our conference sponsors Wildland Consultants, Northland Regional 
Council and Tawapou Coastal Natives.  These organisations have a legacy of plant 
conservation in Northland in particular, so it is great to have them supporting the 
conference. Their support is enabling us to make this conference as accessible and 
exciting as possible. 

We are still seeking sponsors and have a range of options to suit all circumstances. If 
you or your business would like to support the conference, please get in touch to 
discuss.

As with previous conferences we will be holding an auction to raise funds for the 
David Given Threatened Plant Scholarship and the John Sawyer Threatened Plant 
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Endowment Fund. We are on the lookout for donations to be auctioned off to raise money for these 
worthy funds. Anything helps, so if you or your business wishes to support plant conservation in this 
way please get in touch. 

Follow this link to see a full overview of conference information.

Please get in touch with conference organising committee lead Taylor Davies-Colley at 
nzpcnconference@gmail.com with any enquiries or offers of support. We look forward to seeing you 
all in Whangārei in October.

PLANT OF THE MONTH – CRYPTOST YLIS SUBULATA
Bill Campbell (billcampbell@xtra.co.nz)

The plant of the month for August is Cryptostylis subulata, an orchid that is a relatively new coloniser of 
wetlands in the far north of New Zealand.  Currently, it is known from wetlands and damp sites north of 
Ahipara in the west and Mangonui in the east.  It is also found in Australia, where it is abundant in the 
eastern states of Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania.  

Cryptostylis subulata is an unmistakeable species, with very large leaves and large flowers borne on a 
scape growing up to a metre tall.  Flowering plants may be observed from August through to about 
May.  This orchid could not be confused with any others currently known to be present in New Zealand.  
The common name is duck bill or large tongue orchid, which is quite descriptive of the flower shape 
and appearance.

Cryptostylis subulata, Lake Ohia: (left) flowers, 12 December 2018; (right) leaves, 18 October 2019

In the far north where it grows, this species is often observed with the leaves partially submerged, 
although it can be found growing on relatively dry higher ground also.  One colony is known from a low 
scrub covered hillside, well away from any wetlands.  

This species has a current threat ranking of Non-resident Native – Coloniser.  Collection by orchid enthu-
siasts and ongoing wetland destruction in the region pose the biggest threat to Cryptostylis subulata.  
Fortunately, the majority of currently known populations are in protected wetlands which are infre-
quently visited, other than by the occasional hunter and offroad enthusiast.  Populations appear to be 
expanding at the known strongholds of this species.

The genus name Cryptostylis is derived from the Greek cryptos (hidden) and stylos (style), referring to 
the very short column which is obscured by the basal lobes of the labellum. The species epithet 
subulata is from the Latin subulam ‘awl’, meaning awl-shaped.

You can view the NZPCN website factsheet for Cryptostylis subulata at https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/
species/cryptostylis-subulata/

https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/site/assets/files/0/77/074/nzpcn_conference_2024_info_pdf.pdf
mailto:nzpcnconference@gmail.com
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/cryptostylis-subulata/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/cryptostylis-subulata/
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Join us at the New Zealand Species Edit-a-thon at Ōtari-Wilton’s Bush!
Heidi Meudt, Siobhan Leachman and Christine Richardson

Join us for a fun, hands-on New Zealand Species Edit-a-thon at Ōtari-Wilton’s Bush, proudly sup-
ported by Wikimedia Aotearoa New Zealand and Wellington City Council. Whether you're new to 
Wikipedia or a seasoned editor, this event, held over two Saturdays, is a fantastic opportunity to 
enhance your skills while contributing to the world's most comprehensive encyclopedia.

Guided by experienced Wikipedians, you'll have the chance to improve articles focused on New Zeal-
and's unique native flora and fauna. Bring your own laptop, and we'll provide all the training and 
resources you need to get started on day 1 and extend your skills and contributions on day 2.

Unlock the wonders of New Zealand's biodiversity and collaborate with fellow nature enthusiasts. 
Together, we'll explore, learn, and share the beauty of our native plants and animals with the world. 
Come along for a rewarding experience that blends education, fun, discovery, and community spirit!
• Where: Leonard Cockayne Centre, Ōtari-Wilton Bush, Wellington
• When: This event is held over two Saturdays, 10 am – 4 pm on both 19 October and 2 November 2024
• Tickets: $10.00, which includes morning/afternoon tea and lunch on both days. Spaces are limited, 

so purchase your ticket now at https://events.humanitix.com/2024-nz-species-edit-a-thon
• More information: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Wellington/2024_NZ_

Species_Edit-a-thon
• Questions? Contact Heidi Meudt (heidim@tepapa.govt.nz) or Siobhan Leachman (siobhan.leach-

man@gmail.com)

The conservation status of mosses in Aotearoa New Zealand is being reviewed
The New Zealand Threat Classification System (NZTCS) is a rules-based system used to assess the risk 
of extinction faced by organisms indigenous to that archipelago. It was established in 2002 to comple-
ment the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN’s) Red List system. 

Categories and criteria were defined to reflect New Zealand’s unique environments, accounting for the 
country’s relatively small size and diversity of ecosystems, and the large number of taxa with naturally 
restricted ranges and/or small population sizes. 

Mosses in Aotearoa New Zealand were last assessed using the NZTCS in 2014 (Rolfe et al. 2016). A panel of 
experts is currently reviewing this classification using the NZTCS manual 2022, and is seeking advice on the 
taxonomy, population size and trend, and/or distribution of moss species in Aotearoa New Zealand.

We are looking for estimates of threats, population size and trend data that you might like to offer, for 
native species that occur in your region where up-to-date knowledge and regional overview are avail-
able for those species:
• Identified threats to the species (e.g. habitat loss).
• population size is either the number of mature individuals (reproducing) or the area of occupancy 

(in ha).
• population trend is the past trend for as long a period as possible and the future predicted trend 

over three generations or 10 years whichever is the longest.

Details on how to contribute to this assessment are provided on the Department of Conservation 
website: New assessment of the conservation status of mosses in Aotearoa New Zealand: Have your say 
(doc.govt.nz) .

Consultation closes on 11 November 2024.

Email us at threatstatus@doc.govt.nz if you need any assistance or clarification about this consultation 
process.

https://events.humanitix.com/2024-nz-species-edit-a-thon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Wellington/2024_NZ_Species_Edit-a-thon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Wellington/2024_NZ_Species_Edit-a-thon
mailto:heidim@tepapa.govt.nz
mailto:siobhan.leachman@gmail.com
mailto:siobhan.leachman@gmail.com
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NZPCN website taxonomy update 
Alex Fergus, Peter de Lange, Marley Ford

The NZPCN uses a subcommittee (the above authors) to approve any taxonomic changes proposed by 
members of the subcommittee or by the wider NZPCN committee. Below is a summary of changes 
that have been accepted in the period between the last NZPCN website taxonomy update in Trilepidea 
and the current one. The purpose of this update is to foster transparency and flag taxonomic changes 
that have been actioned on our website. 

Current taxon name: 
New name: Schoenus vacillans
Reason: Schoenus vacillans was described by Thomas Kirk in 1878. Since 1906 specimens of S. vacil-
lans have been attributed to S. apogon. Shepherd et al. 2024 have shown S. vacillans to be genetically 
and morphologically distinct from S. apogon and have thus reinstated it at species rank (see details on 
fact sheet, link below). Shepherd et al. 2024 believe S. vacillans to be endemic to Aotearoa New 
Zealand and have proposed a conservation status of Threatened – Nationally Critical.
Schoenus vacillans • New Zealand Plant Conservation Network (nzpcn.org.nz)

Schoenus vacillans in kauri - broadleaf forest, 8 October 2023.   Marley Ford.

Reference
Lara D. Shepherd, Marley Ford & Leon R. Perrie. 2024: Genetic and morphological analyses support the reinstatement of 

Schoenus vacillans (Cyperaceae) as distinct from S. apogon. New Zealand Journal of Botany. DOI: 
10.1080/0028825X.2024.2390055.

Current taxa name: Ammophila arenaria
New name: Calamagrostis arenaria
Reason: On the bases of phylogenetic analyses Ammophila has been merged with Calamagrostis.
Calamagrostis arenaria (L.) Roth • New Zealand Plant Conservation Network (nzpcn.org.nz)
References
Saarela, J.M., Bull, R.D., Paradis, M.J., Ebata, S.N., Peterson, P.M., Soreng, R.J. and Paszko, B. 2017. Molecular phylogenetics 

of cool-season grasses in the subtribes Agrostidinae, Anthoxanthinae, Aveninae, Brizinae, Calothecinae, Koeleri-
inae and Phalaridinae (Poaceae, Pooideae, Poeae, Poeae chloroplast group 1). PhytoKeys 87: 11–139. DOI: 
10.3897/phytokeys.87.12774.

Knapp, W.M. & Naczi, R.F.C. 2021. Vascular plants of Maryland, USA. A comprehensive account of the state's botanical 
diversity. Smithsonian Contributions to Botany 113: 1–151. 

Peterson P.M., Soreng R.J., Romaschenko K., Barberá P., Quintanar A., Aedo C., Saarela J.M. 2022. Phylogeny and biogeo-
graphy of Calamagrostis (Poaceae: Pooideae: Poeae: Agrostidinae), description of a new genus, Condilorachia
(Calothecinae), and expansion of Greeneochloa and Pentapogon (Echinopogoninae). Journal of Systematics and 
Evolution 60(1): 1−21. https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12819.

https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/schoenus-vacillans/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/schoenus-vacillans/
https://doi.org/10.1080/0028825X.2024.2390055
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/calamagrostis-arenaria-l-roth/
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/flora/species/calamagrostis-arenaria-l-roth/
https://doi.org/10.3897/phytokeys.87.12774
https://doi.org/10.1111/jse.12819
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Identification Guide to the Ferns and Lycophytes of Aotearoa New Zealand
The definitive visual guide to New Zealand ferns.

By Leon Perrie and Patrick Brownsey
Publication: August 2024
Pages: 280
Format: Flexibind with jacket
ISBN: 978-1-99-116555-8
RRP: $50.00

Preorder Identification Guide to the Ferns and 
Lycophytes of Aotearoa New Zealand

From Te Papa Store

Through BookHub

Compiled and written by Te Papa’s foremost fern 
experts, this fully illustrated guide is for anyone 
wanting to understand, identify and distinguish 
201 of the most commonly encountered species 
of ferns and lycophytes found across Aotearoa.

Ferns and lycophytes grow in most places in 
Aotearoa, from freshwater to alpine habitats, 
along exposed coasts and on the trunks of forest 
trees, and from just a few millimetres long to 20-
metre-tall tree ferns. Just under half of the native 
species are only found here.

Full-colour photographic examples of species, along with diagrams of key features, provide several 
ways for readers to successfully identify these iconic plants of Aotearoa.

The book’s manageable size and accessible layout makes it easy to use, enabling readers to quickly 
recognise species and understand their distinguishing characteristics, habitats and distribution.

Look inside ferns and lycophytes of Aotearoa New Zealand

Author interviews
• The Press, Leon Perrie interview with André Chumko.

About the authors
Leon Perrie is Curator Botany at Te Papa and was the lead science curator for Te Papa’s long-term 
exhibition Te Taiao | Nature. Leon specialises in plant taxonomy, and the collection and curation of 
plant specimens. His research focuses on New Zealand’s ferns: their numbers, locations and identifica-
tion, and using DNA analyses to understand how ferns are related to one another and to species 
overseas. He was a contributing author for the Ferns and Lycophytes series for the online Flora of New 
Zealand.

Patrick Brownsey was Curator Botany at the National Museum of New Zealand and Te Papa for over 
forty years, and expert with New Zealand ferns and lycophytes. He was the lead author for the Ferns 
and Lycophytes series for the online Flora of New Zealand. At the time of writing, he was Research 
Associate Botany and had previously been Head of Natural History at the museum where he also 
curated the philately (stamps) collection. Pat passed away in late 2023 and this book is a dedication to 
his work.

https://tepapastore.co.nz/collections/te-papa-press/products/pre-sale-identification-guide-to-the-ferns-and-lycophytes-of-aotearoa-new-zealand
https://bookhub.co.nz/p/identification-guide-to-the-ferns-and-lycophytes-of-aotearoa-new-zealand?barcode=9781991165558
https://issuu.com/tepapapress/docs/ferns_look_inside?fr=sMmI2NzYzODYxMDQ
https://www.thepress.co.nz/culture/350351125/botany-curator-looks-diversity-ferns
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U P CO M I N G E V E N TS
If you have events or news that you would like publicised via this newsletter please email the Network 
(info@nzpcn.org.nz), prior to the published copy deadline, with details of meetings, field trips or other 
events taking place during the following month or later. The deadline for copy for the following 
month’s Trilepidea is at the top of the front page of each issue.

If you intend to participate in one of the advertised botanical society meetings or field trips please 
check with the relevant society beforehand to confirm that the published details still stand. 

Australian Network for Plant Conservation 2024 Australasian Conference

The ANPC is holding the 14th Australasian Plant Conservation Conference (APCC14) in Toowoomba, 
Queensland, from 13–17 October 2024 at the Oaks Toowoomba Hotel, 25 Annand St, Toowoomba QLD 
4350 Australia.

https://www.anpc.asn.au/conferences-apcc14/
https://visittoowoombaregion.com.au/
https://visittoowoombaregion.com.au/
https://www.oakshotels.com/en/oaks-toowoomba-hotel
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Early-bird registrations and the Call for Abstracts are now open. As it is an Australasian based confer-
ence, we particularly welcome submissions from our New Zealand colleagues! Direct flights are 
available to Toowoomba from both Brisbane and Sydney.

The overall conference theme ‘From Little Things…’ recognises how the many Little Things that we do – 
in science, land management, and community-based conservation – can grow into the Big Things that 
can save our biodiversity heritage. APCC14 will explore new insights into the recovery of native plants 
after extreme disturbances such as fire and cyclones, the conservation of threatened species and com-
munities, emerging new threats from plant diseases in the wild (including Myrtle Rust), and 
strengthening new and existing networks including the recently established Queensland Threatened 
Plant Network (QTPN) https://www.anpc.asn.au/queensland-threatened-plant-network/.

For more information and to register, please click here https://www.anpc.asn.au/conferences-apcc14/.

Auckland Botanical Society

Meeting: Wednesday 4 September at 7.30pm. Speaker: Vlad’s Kho-
lostiakov. Topic: How can such a tiny seed harbour such a diverse 
microbial community: a case study looking at Metosideros excelsa
(pohutukawa).  

Venue: Unitec, School of Natural 
Sciences, 139 Carrington Road, Mt. 
Albert (Gate 4, Building 115, Level 
2, Room 2005).

Field Trip:  Saturday 14 September to Kendalls Bay. See website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/aucklandbotanicalsociety/ for 
further details.

Leader: Peter de Lange. 

Waikato Botanical Society

Meeting: Monday 16 September at 6.00pm. Speaker: Mike 
Paviour, Titoki Land Care.

Venue: The Link Centre, corner Te 
Aroha Street and River Road, 
Hamilton East.

Field Trip: Saturday 21 September to Golden Cross, a private 
property with QEII covenants. 

Leaders: Kerry Jones, email 
km8j1s@gmail.com, ph. 027 747 
0733 and Dell Hood, email 
hinau@outlook.co.nz, ph. 027 521 
9260.

Rotorua Botanical Society

Field Trip: Sunday 1 September to Lake Rotoma Scenic Reserve, 
Whangaroa Inlet. Meet: Rotorua carpark at 8.30am or corner of 
Oxford Road and SH 30 by playground at 9.15am. Grade: Medium.

Leader: Paul Cashmore, 
email pcashmore@doc.govt.nz, ph. 
07 349 7432 (wk) or 027 650 7264.

Wellington Botanical Society

Field Trip: Saturday 7 September to Kaiwaru Wetlands, Waikanae. 
Meet: Waikanae Railway Station at 9.30am or in front of Wrestling 
Club off Park Avenue, Waikanae Park at 10.00am.

Co-Leaders:
Andy McKay, ph. 027 555 653 and 
Eleanor Burton, ph. 021 058 8324.

Nelson Botanical Society

Field Trips/Meetings: Please refer to the website: https://www.nelsonbotanicalsociety.org/trips-meetings.

Canterbury Botanical Society

Field Trips/Meetings: Please refer to the website: https://canterburybotanicalsociety.org.nz/
canterbury-botanical-meetings-field-trips for current details. 

https://www.anpc.asn.au/queensland-threatened-plant-network/
https://www.anpc.asn.au/conferences-apcc14/
https://sites.google.com/site/aucklandbotanicalsociety/
https://www.nelsonbotanicalsociety.org/trips-meetings,
https://canterburybotanicalsociety.org.nz/canterbury-botanical-meetings-field-trips
https://canterburybotanicalsociety.org.nz/canterbury-botanical-meetings-field-trips
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Botanical Society of Otago

Meeting: Wednesday 11 September at 6.00pm. Speaker: Allison 
Knight. Topic: Geoff Baylis, fungi, symbiosis and the power of 
lichens. 

 Venue: Archway Lecture Theatre, 
University of Otago.

Field Trip: Saturday 14 September to Okia Reserve, Otago Penin-
sula. Meet: Botany Department carpark at 9.00am or at the Okia 
Reserve carpark at the end of Dick Road at 9.45 am. 

Leader: David Lyttle, 
email djl1yttle@gmail.com, 
ph. 03 454 5470.
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